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-news------------------
RICHARD EVANS PRIZE PLANNED =1997WorldFanlasyAwards=

-BestNovel-
RACHEL POLLACK

Godmother Night
(St Martin's Press)

- Best Novella ~
MARK HELPRIN
"A Cilyin Winter"

(Viking)

- Best ShOl1 Story
JAMES P. BLAYLOCK
"Thirteen Phantasms"
{Omni Online Oct 96}

- Best Anthology~
PATRICK NIELSEN HAYDEN (ed.)

Starfightf
(Tor)

- Best Collection
JONATHAN LETHEM

The Wall of the Sky, the Wall of the Eye
(HarcourtBrace)

-BesIArtist-
MOEBIUS (Jean Glraud)

- Professional Award~
MICHAEL J. WELDON

(for The Psychotronic' Video Guide to Film)

- Non-Professional Award
BARBARA & CHR1STOPHER RODEN

(lorAsh-TreePress)

- Ufetime Achievement
MADELEINE L'ENGLE

- Special Award
HUGH B. CAVE

The 'Special AwaJcf given to veleran pulp wr~er

Hugh B. Cave (left) was a presentalion made by the
convention Committee. 'Blaylock's ·Thirteen
Phanlasms· is thefirsl ever winner ot a major award
to be published on the ne1.·Thejudgeslorthe
Awards were Paul Barnetl, Haney A. Collins.
Rachet Holman, Joe R. Lansdale and Oians L.
Psxson.. The lutt shortlists can be lound in MalTlx
128

H. R, GIGER, the Swiss artist and designer of the
'Alien' monster. has accused TwentiethCrnlury Fox
of "cheating" him oul ofa credit and "steahng" hiS
designs for the filmAliro RtmrtCtum

In an open letter to the company Ciger says, !he
designs and my credil have been stolen from me,
since I alone have designed the Alien. So why does
not Fox give me the credil I rightfully earned?" Giger
is also incensed aboutAlimJ,c1aiming he was cheated
out of an Oscar nomination (he woo an Oscar for his
designs in llliro) because his credit was lor 'Original
Alien [)eslgn'and not'AlimJCrealure [)eslgn',whlch
·was my nghtfultilk in acrordance to my contract
and the work I had perlormedon the film"The letter
ends with Ciger hoping Ihat those behind the
"conspiracy" ger an atien "breeding insidl'thl.'ir
chests, which might Just remind them thatthe'Alien
Falher' is H. R. Giger". 0
oAlienResuITectionwillbfr~lltxtissut.

members of the book-buying public". The CUrmll
proposa.lisforpublisherstosubmitexamplesofau
Ihors they feel qUAlify, to a maximum of three per
imprint. "As the prize is for an author rather th~n a
particular work,ooe of theenrrance criteria would be
that the author would have to have at least three
books in print at the llme of submission."

Meanwhile fundraising rlforts rontinue, with a
view 10 ensuring the long-term Viability of the
Richard Evans Prize,O
Conlad: SAE to The Richard Evans Fund, c/o 62
Graflon Way, London, WIP SW
0x-t Matrix 121 jJrapprrriDtkms afRichard Etllns by
Milry Ginlltalldlohn jamJld

GIGER SLAMS FOX

WILLIAM ROTSLER

OKTOBER IN SPRING
ST'EPHEN CA-LUG/lE! has scripted and directed an
adaptation 01 his 1988 novel Oktobt. for rransmission
on ITV III Spring 1998. The Carnival Films
prodUcl1on IS III three one-hour eplsodl'S and
featuresStephen Tompklllson. Oktobtr is a tec:h.no
thnJler about an evil SwlSS-based multinational drug
rompany, one of whose employees dlSCOvers what
they're.tIllly up to. Gallagher's 1982 novel Chirnm
was serialised fortv in 199I,tomixed reviews. 0

~U~~A: ~;~'h:~~:n~~hr-.l~: ~~:~~~t:sOo~i~e t~~~~IZJ~~~~si~~~I~~i~~edR::'iS~~ I
Charity status, have announced their plans: to establish a literary prize to be awarded 10 "an
author published in the UK whose work has been consistently original and imaginative. but which
has rereived inadequate public - or indeed cri~i(al - dcclaim." The Richard Evans Prize will be
awarded every two years.

What distinguishes the pnze from olher literary
awaros is that although a payment will be made to
lhe winner, by far the bulk of the prize money will
be directed towards a marketing campaign for the
winner's body of work, an aspect of the publishing
pl'Ol:es5thal mosl authorsleel is inadequately fund
ed. The intention, say theorganiseJS,is to create a
platform fOT the winner in both trade and nalional
press, and hopefully III due roUI;e on r~dioarld tv.

The fund h.as SE."CUred the b~cking of Books Etc,
~nd the org~lIiser5 will be Approaching other rrAde
bodies when further details ue finAlised.]udges will
be chosen from "the widest possible rarlge of book
rrade professionals as weU ~s celebrities and

NORMAN BESWICK
REGUlAR BSFA reviewer Norman Beswick died 0/
prostate cancer onS November, aged 71. His last
months were helped by the response of fans to
news of his illness, many of whom sent famines
and books: shortly before hisdealh he wrote thal he
was "ovl'l"whelmed by the response of fandom to
news 01 my illness I am immensety grateful."
Since 199Jhe had contributed a number of articles
and many book revIews to Vl't"lor; heWlIt be very
much nussed,and our sympathIes to hiS family. 0

WtlllA.\l RO'TSLHl,the popular fan cartOOl\ist, died of
cancer on lSOctober:hewas7l, He won Best Fan
Artist Hugos III 1975, 1996 and 1997, and also in
19% won a 'Retro Hugo' for his work in 1945.

Heatso wrote sf, startmg in 1970 with "Ship Me
Tomorrow"forc,,/ny, His 1974 novel Palrolla!lht
11'/5 is weU'regarded, and his cotlaborativenovel
ShilJQ~nuling(1980)withGregoryBenfordis

probably his bes!-known rontribution to fiction. In

~~r~l~:~~~!'~ a cotlection of sf quotations, Sei· TAFF RUNNERS
° Afi4'l D/Jitllllrywillal'pta.,lotis,ut THE RUNN!:RS in the 1995 Europe-Io-US TAFF race areI-:-:-c-=-=----===--=-=-=,------j Chris Bell, Bridget Hardmlle and Maureen Kincaid

MARGARET ALDISS ~:~~~r~~ra~o~~~ t~~~~~~~/~I:~~~~~~lg
MARGARET At.DISS, wife of Snan Aldiss since 1965,
died from hver cancer In early Novembcr. Margarl't
was oflen to be found bringing good cheer to
COlIventions, and rompiled asuccession of standard
bibliographll'S of her husband's work

Our deepest sympathies on their loss to the
chIldren and to Brian, who in lhe 19605 was
PresidrntoftheBSFA,O



BRUM GROUP TREASURER 'BORROWS' MONEY

- Best Novel
GRAHAM JOYCE

1JJe Too~ Fai'y(SigneQ

- Best Shorl Story
MARTIN SIMPSON

"Dancing Abou1 Ardlitecture
(1JJe ThitdAltemanve 11)

- Best Anthology/Colleclion 
THOMAS lIGOnl

The Nightmare Factory (Raven)

- Best Artist-
JIM BURNS

- Small Press Award-
S. T. JOSHI

H. P. Lovecraft: AUfe
(Necronomicon Press)

- Special Award-
JO FlETCHER

·EadlyuSfOmli:tlfllllapolaltsltlders.WltICIlf.
~~"'»"tllgo$.n.syllf'Sflds
bEL Bna Slerq ItlIy FR. NoYruA. Greg Benlord
1mrneIsm' NlMUmE'BfIICIISlring°BIcydeReplir,
man-, SHJRT STORY'" James WMe Ulbor1hdlIy Ilo(
ORAMAnc PAESEJtTA1ION: "'Trials and TribtllNtions"
ST:DS9.PAllFESSOIAlARnsr.BobEgg\I4Clfl ElITCIl
(~):Gardnll"Dozols(Asino¥'s).ElITCIl(8ooK)

PatrictNiels.enl1lyOen.SEta-PAQlINE:SFCIrronk:I.
(ph). FAI0E: TMlgMt FNl WAffER: Da... lMIglonl
fNlAlmsr. ten GUM.
·h DeI1J Awards Wl!lf gven I)Jl at lhB Festival 01
FanlastitF'*",sIlManchesteron7September.1hIitJdges
'nduded St.VI Green, who also ilI1flOO.IlC:ed ltle wl\ners:
Iit«PENOENT FEATURE Fit....: Daft/.nds (Ut(, ar, JUian
Ridlards):TheAssassin(Japan,drMasaloshlTakevcN)
W3scommend8d,IIHOEPEtfJEN1SIfORTF"-lol:Zuyuv.(UK,
<ir.JonalhlnRa.r.daII);Cal'sC1adll(AiJSlralia.,cir Liz
Hlqles) and CllSf(UK,dI. KeoHorn)werec:ommendlld.
AwArEVAF...,:llgftldnIRny(UK,~,ActRicNrdson&

KeilhWright}.O

Unfortunately, -ttungs did not go accordLPg
acrord~lopbn:duelos..rah'sill-he1lth.she

lost: her JOb and 'rou\dn'tafford 10 pay'. Several
other delays compounded the SltualJon and by
MayonlyQlOhadbeenrepaKl.-

No further money was Il.'O'Iw:d over the sum
mer. and rourt proreedUlgs were IIllllaled. Morton
sallt "We can only say that UI the light oIs..rah's
prtvlOlls work for theBSFC,her recent bouts of
dl-health and the pmods 01 unemployment whICh
resulted, we felt It only fall to give her tvery
opportuMy to repay the money. It was only when
It became obvious that she LPtended to pro
crastinate forever, that we finally resorted to legal
action."O
• DrspiltlhtiTfi'lIInciQlp/obltmlllhtBr~m SfG/olI?
islayingonagalaryn!glltS/5alfor/hcomingmttlmg$:
Sttphtn Bader (!3 ftM; Gllhlm Inlet (!3 Mad;
Tom Ho/l (10 Apr); aM Robert Holds/orf; lIS
MRyJ,I!yo""trnlkt'ftllgoa/ongandJIIPflOrllktm
rnlhtirholllD!nnJ-and,mcultnlally,mtrtSOllll'o!
tlrtbtstallllwtsmthtUKinfrimdlY'MronmtWl
SllrrDII,wJn,tS.

Conl«t Martin Tudor, 24 Ravensboumf GroVt,
off aarke Unt. WillenNlJ. West MIdlands,
WW131HX. [mad bsfq,bortas.dHOll.CO.ut

::1~~7 British fanlas~ Awards::EOS ONLINE CON

BIRMINGHAM SF GROUP has IJIShtuled pr0
ceedings LP ttN! Small C1lU'ns Court azalml: ilS 101'"·
merTreasum~ah fltlkley, for l1'COVery of
awrownatdy C400 (1ndud1l18 profits from Nova
con 26) whtch sht failed tolland over to the new
Treasurer. Alln Woodlord, whm she stepped
down from t~ post III !atl' 1996. The December
ISSUe 01 Brllm GrOllp Nrws amed a statement 01\

the affalT from Group Ol.lIr Tony Mnrlon. who
explamed lhat when conlronled WIth the shortfall
Freaklcy promISed 10 attend thl' February mertmg.
where she would rl'pay the (85 shl' too "bom>·
.....ed" from the cashbox, and fUrlherpromlSed to
"pa.y off the remaining shorlfall at fSO per month,
or (if we prl'ferred) get a loan so that she could
repay it all at once."

"5arahdid not attend the meeting," continued
Morton,"nordidsherepaythe£8S.butinalctter
to thl'conuniuee in that month she admitted to
'borrowing'money from thecashboxan.d failing to
bank prolilS from Novaron 26.. EffectIVely, once
Al.anIWoodfordl~che<:kedlheilCCOU/lts,thtre

wasashortfaUofaboutM.~TheGroup'sLegal

Officer. Tim StaMard, was consulted. and it was
agreed that freakIer should be given the
opportunity to repay the rnmey.

Eos. the new sf unpnnt cl us pubbshm Avon,
gelsilsofficWl.lunchon5.Jtutday 10 January 1998
with i day·1ong 'on!lJ'Ie (OIIvtnboo',)t their web
silt'. It'll run from 12pm-8pm EST (from~t 4pm
GMT). Pbnned tvents 1JICIudt:
• A Ia1utemddiscu:ssMJnfrom Gregury Bmford,
Ben Ion md Raymoad E. frist;
• Rudy Ruckn. Eric S. Nylund and Dennis
D.lm·mon"ThefutureofcyberpunI;H;
• Bon, CMolyn Iv" Gihnall, Sn'mla Park and
Eon'sJtnnif~18rehlon HGctnngand staylJlg pub
hshed";
• Benford, Mlithew Btooerick, SU5jn R. f>bt
thews and Amy Stoul on "lssfdeiKW;
• JlIJlesAlan Gardner, Gilman and Stephen Leigh
on "Cl'llder bending: trend ortrope7";
• Feist, Adml Lee and Victoria Strauss on '1rad
itionalv.Epkfantasy".
All panels w~1 have Q&A sessions. There']] also be
audio readings every hour, an arl gallery, a fan
lounge<hat room,. and a hveevolvUlg sf story. 0
·http://Avonbooks.Cf1I/IOS
• 5«Matm I21plljJrdprofilrofAOOIIBooks

\' 'IT\ ne\\' ~anlng, rum/ul; lUIIIn1'
I

KATln'N:Jw..IhfIAr!lergn..ner.cledQ'lXlNcMmbllr~49.

Shehad.,demgftmQflCl!!l'bSOl!lllyeniltldllWJlSlSlI'lg
M'tdslJc'lmllIIe'lloJPPNl'edlorewooer:llI. 1 5l.Id*lIlIpsei'l
Nty~ledqJdilylOheldertI...Iasl~~
wu'llC!l1hegcqlTheMekon5,whose~neb:lesJon
Lqlord, brtfler 01 !me.
~wuann59'essMwriler,i'lfleWllbm~sense

rrudlrAJentedbysuctlartislsas~,WllbmGibsonand
qtJerpIri;llgeneraJ{Emj:m"eolIheSenselm(I988)c:ontar.s
WHJpSoIGlbsc:nleJ1S), PasolillandJNnGene4. $hIwratoldal!l
wxuaIIIy,~andO'ugS.S1aodl¥lla$ywasatool,oneolmany,

lo'lplorl1hlillClerSllleollhewOOd.indolhersell.
InhefnovelBJoodaodGursnHighSchooi.(1978)WWT(Ile,1ll1he

:-::ar~=~U::~~ =O:;~If~~~cn::
Tel7lln
GEOAGE TU~NEII,1he Austra~an si wr~... ..mo ded recently, is 10 be
honolJredbytheGeor~TumerPrize.SetupbyTlansworldAustrala,
nt>tawardedlolSlpJblishedAustralianslorfantasyOOYllSVoowing
,..a~lnarratiYestrilfl9lhsolaction,plotaoddlaracle(.The
a~dwilbeiudgedbya~malleupolbookselers,chawedby
loUISeThur1e1,TransworIdAuslraia'sCorrmssminllEcilOl.The
YMIWlg novel wi be fllbIished by Transwor1cl and lhe authOI wiI
recavtAS10.000aOlanee~royalbes.

Dwu W,-.JoIits 1_ taI1 i'ldAgtlhem$elwl WIlh CIIMIMd
Uw:s.anew~deYl:fedlOher¥Jdhelbook$.EdtorYertdiIll

YKAtdle~1hefnlparlolanilll!rllew"'llianalXll'lC1Jaed
byMaurfenKineaidSpelel'al.bie'SBSfAL.lJIdonmee&lg.ri:tes
byCllris¥JdpennyHill,aNeilGaimanpoem.lt'¥iewsinl
riamalJOItThere'salsoabibiogapl1f,hv,1l~ablt

\idQnglllpJ:!ilaont'sais..Wrftlolerettlha ... IIft• ....,.,A4
SAE(31P}andshtl~)'OUaCXlJlYaI'hs~and

-~Con\ld:MeredlhMacAtde,lZ1 DalyelRoad.london.SW99UU
I.t.IIG.IIIlIl$belIerllokrholchemolherapylor~hlI ... wor1led,
andlheAuslraian cartCKIISl 1$ now 011 1heG'u;s
CUItIOIIWml998wibeheklnSealtlelrom21Nl1lO31JoJy
The II$WdOfs wI be Paul Park. Geol'ge R. R. Martin, COMIe
Willis. LIoq Sumx, Gardner Dozios rod Cwol Emshwll\ef, and
!he SI.Hiee!l ~ COlIW wi COS! rou $1,»:leldu<i'lg
accommodatlOfl See Ma!nX 1271orJane1 Barrol'sYiewolltle 1997
C/arioncoorse,
ConIKl:Clafl(ll1WeSl, 340, 15lh Avenue E Suite 350, Seanle,WA
98\12,USA. Email: 146Ji.2056'COOlpUSetVe.cOIl
AoeEIIT JOAnAN cancelled ~s Guest 01 Honour appearance a1
OCtClber'sEIJf«MOc10c0nll'llrelarKl,lorpersooaJrusonS.
AllTlSrs UKSl.WIiIS1hewakolloplantasyandslarllSlsli"tdlyto
!hepmlic4 manyal1lstswakli-tdlywilhArtislsUKwtidlOJlSOlJ
lhII IlIldcIemen.PJgcheaper prices and a belllf cIeaI klf1he artists
They lla... j:n1S lIld or9"1II work by suctI people as Josh Klrb~,

AlII'ILH,ChrisAcllllleos,.AmBllms.PstricllWoodlotle,les
Edwsr!b, Roger Dun, Tim Wllite, Dann~ FlyM. Frazttla, Vallejo.
ClvisFCISS,ArtIIurR.ackham.JulieBeG,K.R,GigeriWldlarloo
ma'lyohrllOist.Olhersaw:esoll~ncbdelr~and

AnSh"c!l'lorflOSlhar6to-lfac:epgnsYweantl.ryprdwrnpIM
b£2"e!lIldableap'lSlWfpsthase$.

Shopal:MerIOnNJ:wtlasaallrnarket~,Suls.8riHcidlrs), AWARDS MISCELLANlYIr.IerJfMI w.." e-n Wood, ltnXn {1*n:I~ on ne

::"~::':=::;:~:epIClllesand 'TheEurClCOllAIIfIfds_e~l1lt15year'sEtloctlfln
TheAl'ItJVffS, liedon300tt0beragedSO,p I '-'wct a ===:::.:/:=..=;
kw1rJ91lul* .G.HlnyStine,slmilnl(l.IIdeflhenamel.ee ~eIand _ COf"9"aUallons't TIW&J,TQR: lech Jeezmrll
Coney! IMdBr almodeI rocke\lyiWldJrUllOllf 01~ 6edon (P~. PueustEA Hw-Joachlm Bemdt (Germanyj ,
2NoYember1gec169. DclICltI Yalino'lJ\'Sb.Prouynskl I s.KA (Poland),

~===a=lheneloldby~d=~~ =,ConeItenItIClflTNm{Rtmatia/SpainIUK

Cllhers ThelllflesshooldbefaittyotMovs •The Pli. AufOfl is Canada's national slawri W"mn
.YtslffdlyIAll/Iosebac;jo;upsseemed,waSlfolplY tlVsyear:BmllOOK(FREN:Hf:YvesYenardLarrudJ
Nowmy database has gone away deserr.BESTIlOOK(ENGUSH):RobInJ.SIwy«SU~.l:.

O/Ilbelieveinyeslefday. NMlL".lF):JearH.Cl'JlsTrudelt.amenlf.toi,Sa~sser
'HI'u realUNIXmanlSitting in his UNIX LAN NMlL". (E): Robeft J, S.wy.r 'Peking Man', OTHE~

MaklngalhlSUNlXplallSlForncbody. WOAl< (F): SoIIr/s(magazill). 01l1EAWOAK (E): On Spec
,W1lenllindmyrodein/MSo'troob#e (magazine), ARnsT:Je.n-PlIfrl Nom'WId. FAHZlNE: Sol
F/ifnds andcolJeagues come 10 me Rising Id. Thtma WCljtulIwIez. FN*&Stl~
Sptal.n1WOfdsollliSOOm WENTI~):YVOl\IMPenlllY.F.wKSH~

L_"_""_"_C_· --' PUSIfolOO (OnER):lJoyd Ptfill)',



If:::t. CoIln Greenland has
Ihirdandl"nal'Tabitha to
HilIjleICoftinsinlheUKandAVOtIinlhe
US.lt'sca!ledltlolhlrol~ly,and

Cdin sayslhere 'ri be "Plenty more
lr&ats and surprises .. Ws one
espe6aV)'fOleveryonewho'sl'&ad
~sol~tyandtMksifsaIOYef

!OlCaplainJule:lt'ssche<1JledfOl
summer 1998

C'.::t.AIisonSlnclalr(bekM'lhasanst
novel Cam:ad9OU1 next July Irom
a...

A~oIr..mansacceplanaHen

IrMtalionlotrav810abetlerwcrld6ul
ltI&rearenoaMnspresent-insleadlhe
shipitsellseems!obealife·f()lnl,"'Clrq
onewomaniswisefllOl..91Olm.ld
IlOOl41 to be'ieve comrnlAclllion is
possibje-Oldesirable.,:

~BruceSlertlnghas~iveredlt1e
near·tuturestnovel Dislradionlo
Bantam

C'.::t.OavidZindell'sepic. metaphysjcal,
hard-st'ReqJiernlOlHr;mOSapiens'
seriesreaclle5itscondllsionwithWari'l
Heal'&ll,01IefromV~ger'')..ne.h

tellsolOarlloRing&S$,SCW101
man-llecorne-godMaDory,andhis
anemplto prevent awar belw&enhis
father'stolowersandlhel&rlMst
Nchitedswhocontm'lhekili1gstar

If:::t. Bo Fowler is a roew wr~er and
9"3dJaleol Maloolm BraobJry'sCreative
WrilingCOU'S&atEastAr9aUrWersity
H;s satirical debul novel Scepticismlnc.
(spol lt1e Qic>; relerence) Is narT3ted by a
Gl»iXlsessedsupennarllellroleybom
1n2Q22 n-Olhe - meelsEdrlarMa~O\'.

whotakesbe1sonmetap/lysical
propositionsandneverloses.Tner'lCYel
Isl1l&fromJonalt1anCapein~

"b. Terry Pratcllen's l'isits to Auslral'a
finaiy~rfnilinhisneX1'DiS(;Yjori<f

book,TI1t1l.as1ConMenr.~

Rincewindendsuponlhelabled
corrti'IentolXXXX(aJta,TenO'
Ir1COIJ1ita)andeocolJ1t&f$many
AUSlraJianjctes;!here's also a
much-f1eeded explanation 01 Ihe
pIal)1l'JS. Il's ouI from TransworId,
probatwyillt1eSjmg

If:::t.PelerAckrayd·sneX1bookisa
~y.TheUfeofThomasMore.

whogal'lluslheldeaolUtopia,n'swe
from Chano& WIfll1lSrlMard1

,,,
If:::t. 'Robin Hobb'. 1l,lu. Meglll\
Undholm, startsa newfamasyseries in
Mardlwitl~o/MagicIromV~ger,

bookoneol1hel..iveshipTraders·.

~RlcAlexanderfollowsuphis
wtIIl.,.eceivedrepmler«hologyCyber
~withTheIJr.explahld.unexl

MarchtromOOon.lt'slt1emedonthe
paranormal,butlhe~otconlJ'iWors

showsthatifsalongwaylfom'fOO'l
standard X-Filescash·in: ~ fldudes
Sl<:riestromJ.G.BaJlard,CliYeBar'I.er,
fWnseyCampbel.C,J.CI\erryIl,Roger
Zelazny,lanWalsonand oIh&f$.

If:::t.GregBenlord'sCosmhasbeen
acquired by Qrili1fOl Mayfllblk:ation.

If:::t. AnneRice is starting anew series
oIshortvampirer'lCYelswilhPandota.
ltIesloryotlhe~svampi(elas1

seenilG\.ieeno/theDilmned.n·swe
lfomChano&WinQlsinApi.

~JohnGribblntlasaisforQ.rantum
ootilMardlfromOlion-~'sanA-Z

lrJidefoparticl&physics.Meal'Mtlile.his
hard-st~rmeSwitdlisstilkxting

fora home-ifs '!he beslthing lve ever
written:hesays,-.midlnobodywil
p.Jblishbecauselhereis'nodemaod'!Ol
lhat SOlI 01 slutr

~SfephenLawshasdeliveredlhe

apocalyp1icllorror~Chasmlo

Hodder &SlougI1t()l\fOl pubIica~on lI'1

JI.r1e. Asmall Er.gIishtown sutfersa
slrange earthquake whid'l leaV!S many
bi./ikingsisolaled()l\pinnacl&sotstone
aboveabotlomlessgoJl,R&SOJedoesn'
cane,lhesurvivootrylacope ... andin
lhechasm an eW force stirs

~lIndaJalvlnenlersSpiceGrrrI

territll'YwithRodr'n'RoIBabeslrom
CMerSpace.<lJer.eX1Apitrom()iej
'Tlvee spJnkyaHen babes are trappeli
oolhemoSlbor'rlg~nelinlheertife

yoon,'..matever thatis:lhey "steal 11
spaceshipandani'lealSyd1ey,Earth,rl
searcl1 01 sex, d'ugs ar!dr<Xt'n' roll'.
The tlutbgloats: 1'he big bang was
~somuchfun:

If:::t.GartyKilwOlthconc:lOOeshis
PoIynesian·sel 'NavigaIOl Kiogs'triogy
with LafId.ol·/,fsIs. 001 .. Mayfrom Orbit.
If:::t.CliveBarker's~sticdark
lantasyGaP/e<e:Scat1eIGospelsisu
IromHarperCoIlinsr.exlst.mmer,n
continues Banrer's move inlo akWldol
md-lItIanlicdarllsoapoperawilhlt1e
S1oryollWoUSlamiU!s.1heGearysand
lheBarbarossas.alodd:soverlhe
centuries
~Pa1rlcknlleyistocontinuehis

·MltrakWar' series in cdIalxlfIltionwith
Paul Barnelt ('Mlo may be aed1ed
lI'\dertlis 'JoOO Gram' pseudonym).
MeallWllJe,Qrili1wi1berejssuinglt1e
firslslx'Amtrak'boaksatlwopermonth
startingilJarlWt·
~KltherineKerrlsworkingonher
nexl'Owerry'flO'IelfOldeli'fflrylaleril
1998: ~'s caned The Black Ral'&ll

If:::t. Oan Simmons has delivered Tile
CrookFactorylOAvon

C'.::t.Ken Russell-yes,lhalKen
Russell-haswrinenan stnovel and
soldiltoTmKolmlO'1alQrili1,Caled
Mike and Gabby's Space Gospel. ~

fea1Ures~lI1lOll;lB1tablealiensand

tI1ebirtholmankindr

~OouglasHutd-yes.lhaIOouglas
Hurd-hasT/leShapeolgwelnMay
!rom L.iItIe,Brown. n's anear-Mul'&
pciilicaIllriIerinwhidlPt.lSimon
Russellballlesprisonriots,bombsin
lrelar.d, oorporate bJaclo'nai in China and
c:Ml.l'lfeSlinRussia, .. ..mileathome
sma~ f\ItfIIS tllrealen to '¥fIN alarmingly

If:::t.BtianStablelOfd'sslnoveltOlTOl,
T/le1rileri/(nolEiII1h,iscompletedand
len1atively schedJIed for publkation 1'1

S<p<~"

~KimStanleyRobinson'sAWork1

WsthootEiJfOiJIisanaltematil'llhlstll'Y
il whicl1 the Blaclc Dealt1 kiUed 99% 01
EIJfOp&afIS rather lt1an 66'4. n'sbeen
soIdlo HarperCob1sintl1e UKand
Ban1arTlSpectraillheUS

'If.::t. lain M. Banks's nell si nO'lel isl1le
inJunetromCXion;lt1ere1b&ajoinlpr~

mOliooallourwilhKenMacLIOd,whoS&
TheCassirilAvisiooisOlJlinMay

~HilaryBallly,ed1Olillhe70sal
NewWortIs,stwriter,andmaniedlOl
many years to Micl1ael Moorcock,has
wrimena~toChrislopherlsher·

wood'sGoodlyeIoBerlin,$QUrceot1he
fal;Julousfilm Cab.m>t Her novel. <1Je in
JooefrooJ L.iItIe, Brown, is calledA/ler
tlleCabarer:SaNy8olliesalWatand
takes Sally 10 Loo:lonin 1940whereshe
finds employmenl as asinger and
poslman,fn1hel990sanNnerican
acaderrucisreseard'lingherlife,aoo
contadsllersurl'iviogoldMarnes.

~ElilabethHandiswrilinghernell

noveI.workingfil!el.at,mlhoIIheSun:
shedescribes~asa"dark, faruaS1ic,
gothicromar.ce"

ll::::I. Gwyneth Jones is W({\ting on a
newstnovel-"adrlerentdeparture.nol
anoIhef Aleutian episode:she says
r.Ieanwt1i1e she has acoIIedicrl d
essays from UverpooI University PI'&SS
I1Jesometimeil 1998."whid1 isg<inglo
be ca~ed (afler some SO'J-searchng)
DeronsfNcb·ngtlleSWShip{'.Andher
neX1 Ann Halamcl1ikh!f1's flO'IeI is
Cr}mQinftleDilrk,ouIilMayl998.

If:::t.RlcllardCalder'sCyt/leralsOlJI
fromO'bitilldarcl1,h'sdesaibedas
'tMlarre,perverseandbrillianr,which
wiI not surprise those whove read his
'Oead .. .'trilogy.

'If.::t.GregBeafscontributionlo1he
A.simO'lsharecrClp'~Foondation·

series IS FolJfIdatooandChaos, die
IromHarperCollinsialerth,syear

~TomliolfsneX1COf1l1C!antasyis
Wish You Were Hete. 001 neX1,\pril from
O'bit.LakeChicojleeilAmericahasa
Iegerrd:imm&rS&yourseIIilitswalers
andlt1egtlOsldOkeewar.awi'lgiveyou
t'OJ,heart'sdesire,WesleyHiggllsIrom
Birminpm~ysa~sil ..
If:::t.RoberlNye'sTIlel.aleMr
Shalt.espeareis<1Je from Chano &
Wlf1<1Jsin~,n'safantasticaled

bi(ll,TaphyolOu'WtDie.

Profit OfDune
Yes, Frank Hefbettriseslromtl1edllad. Bamam
Bookstlaspaid$3millontarlheNarthNnllfw
righ1stoalriiogyalpr9qU&lslOlhe·Qune'series.lO
be wriIIen by ttleir ae.alar's son Brtan Herbertand
Star Warswookiebookaulhll'KltVlnJ.And&rson
11 .... be based an ooIes and oudifles Frank Herber1
leIfatterhisdeath'"I~6.andanconversations

YOilhllls son,Thebool<s";lbe set moslly on Arrakis
~seIlandlhelirslshouldbeCllllinlm

Meanwhile,IheS.Hi Channel isprOOJelog a
siJI·hour Dune miniseries (U'l(e!aled lolhe 19t!4
DaI'idL)'fICtlmO'M)farbroadcaSlin1998

Butler On Film
Octavla Butler's 19791\ClWj ICltldnIdis mIll'
filming by Del PicMes and PoIY'ilfarrl F,med
Entertaimlen1,T"heyhaVlttlaugl1anadaplalionby
~CfIOjas B'and! and Bndget Blakt·W,ll<inson,wnh
IhltlormerselloOrec1Bult.... whoguestedattaSl
j'lIa(1 EaSlercon in [jV9rpOol and was Ihe f1IOp<ent
01 a McMh..,. FOIJndatJon 'Genius' \Tant. has
prt>'ICIJslybeerrreM:W11IaaUowhernovelllolll!
filmed-aClressTal;aSl'lirel\tldthert1'!slo
Kinaedtoreiglllyears,bulwhenShel3iledto
renew in 1996 lhe1 wllfe bought by Brand\. ThetaJe
concemsa btacio:woman transported bacio:in twlle 10
Ihlt 19!hCllf11uryOeepSoulh,wtlere she becomes a..~

AClockwork Radio
Anthorr1Bur~ss'sJrl3il1ousnoYelACIocirlIOI1r

Q-ange (1962) has beerladapled!lI' rado and wil
gelils Raoo 4 transmission an S31LJIday 7 February
1998.TheplaytealUfesJasonHu1'eSaodJack
Oa>'&flllll'l,whoboll1&ppea1'edinlhepopularBBC2
series This 1Jfe, We may no! be atNe 10 SIll

Kubri<:k'11971 film af lhenoval (ctllciaty,lhal Is
Kubri<:kwilnotletilbeshowninthtUK.!hous1'
you can pid<upimporledvideostl1 marl\etsta!s)
but we .... at least soon be able to hear AJison
Hi~l'spro<1Jdlon·IEtJenChesl1irel

Rushdie Out Of Sri Lanka
SatmanRushdle's<it!icUtlesCClf1tirue~reported

tastissue.h1mingotthe8BCadaplatlonQllIIsI980
tantasyl.Wtllg/lrsChikkenwnshifledtrorntndlata
Sri Lanka ah... lhe Indian govemment. tearlulol
prlMlklogtsl3il1icapinian,wi\t\di'ewpe.-missjontll'
Iocationwork.Bulin~&NO'I&mbeflheSnLankan

govemmentlidlikewise3fter~oosuret,oml:i;unic

graupsltlere,andlhe~prodiJclionleamonthe

tiYe.part serial. reli~edlo Saleem's Srory, ~ the
coontry. RlIshoie described ~ as 'a colossal bIow".
andsakllhallr.osewhoobjededlidnotobjedto
Ihenoval.butlohimpers0n3Wy-.

.Mcng/l~'s Chiidren Is abM HlO1 magically and
variousjyg.ttedchildi'enbornon'949wher1lodia
gained its independence, and follows me grl4l
telepattVcally ~r*ed t!IroIq1 Saleem, 1hrCJ4l tht
years. The BBC's prodiJelion was irr1&flded to be lhe
ftagship programme in ils c:el&btalioos aftl\eSOl!1
anniversary 01 lndan r.dependaoceln lm. Now
the enlirt projecl is an hold.

Greenland Paper Chase
tn I smax oeremony on 7 Nove<nberallhe t.JrIiwr.
silyoll.ivllrpoc:M,Colin Greenland atliciallyhan<led
his papers OYIItl0 AAa1 Sawyer far deposit in tI\e
SoenceFicloonFllIndatJonColledion,Avajlafrjetor
consultation an application. the deposit indudes
manuscriplsandWll'kir1gnolestaraU1hree'Tabrtha
Jule'fIOYlIIs.lt1eea~ynovel" Harm',Way.andlhe
shorlSloriescctlecledlnThePlenryF'rindpl8.as
W9IIasCClf1'espondeoce,tapesandtransciptsal
intlllViewswilh'-tchaelMooroxk,UrsutaK.Le
Gui'1,l(urtVCIVIeguI.WliiamGibsonandolher'

Inh;sSl)HCllColinfllCllledlhalilwasinlhe
SFFjouma\ Fooodalion, to which he shll eonlri·
butes.lhathislirslnon-ticlionawearedn1979,
and thal his peOOdaslheSf'F'1 Ms Council Wntflf
i-l Residence in 1980-628flibledhim IlOI only to
deve40p a considerable body 01 sf oiIicism and
joomaism, boJt also ta ..nle "the essentiat prelim·
inaryrlOV9lllVllryallthorhaslOpro<1lcebut_
pubHsI1:



-am,..

~ 1Sne.arty1tll! enddlhl!yNr l'ICIWill'ldapc:tOaChngyw
Ia5t chanr.e 10 send me any f'lOrIIIlillions!or fis ye.$
BSfAAwirdslwillKeeP'rll)flliMtion$unIil15January
1991,101 WOf1r; ksI PIbisbed in lie UK clmg 1997 So
)'OI.lWgotallleCh'ismashoiclaysf·)'OUareldy
~lOhM1hemIIOca!dlt4lonalllalleaql

WhalhilppensneJl?W!I,11'I tie nexl day <1'$0 U 15
JaMryI"'pA~lhl!$horIislonwl'ld1you ... bt
asQdlO\Qe. A\IOlInglolmwibeissulld-..tJeW51
mailing d 1998, a-ll'lmid-felln.cary. B!J:~ youwa.td IQ
IOlaIowtlellDl'lll'lillJObefoIetissoyoutarlSWI
~flemOlAa:seatraspossille,peasefeelnelO

phone<l'emailme.NlemilJVelyyouaUdwnle,lUplease
1ndu6t.ItImptd,seIf«klressedenvelopt.

BeIowaretJe$l'llri$ttlCl'lWla!iortsal17Pboember
1997, PINse rtIlMInber tIat irs the ~ems "'Ill most
ll\Illtlefoll\lJfllnlltkwlSwl'lidlwilenduponthe
twentull shortlist.lOlkrll9'lCn¥JYti'lg#ll becausI~
isanadylll'lthektt

o
Be!.tNOo'e1

KnlffIllakIItMsd.. IitvIslwItlJjll~1

5Irp/lfftIlulHTUlfYoraglr[\6."~

GrtgIlNfSli'W~[IU9~

llMIBrinhiVy',.. f'"r"J
,*k~AS<rId"'Ib:lI~:ES.ggPll

CIlimIhntrjNlltnbnII'IlTlle*",ds,.:.(IWiIIdar
£12·ggPll

G"iE~lMsprrJ(O'cn;£I&.ggltl,n.gg~

Nric--.(ll~l"'JanJ.""'OaltsVI$$,DIoe

~~TlleW.fTiMr[12.gg~

Prt"F,HnllIOIITIIt~..w...ist(~[1799hb1

M.John~S9lsd(jflGctln::z:£I&·gghbl

AobInHatIlIAwsrII·JIAuI~:[I&·gghbl

llQIIIldJlmtt/4'ln$&u!l(Clnb'y·['J.ggl\ll
Dia'IlWyflllfJonuDrtpSfQtljGolW"a·mggrtl
()oyntt~ w.tlRlGtna Cl"lGi:lllanel:£l'W!'b1
JtlI"-~t01(T~:£'S99tCl

Slf9Mn Pllmtf GIw IOtit £5.gg ~I
TlmPowtrlfIltlquaMWealher(l..,el:t17.99li1)
KImS\lnltyAoOi'lIOllArUrtaica{VO)'~m,gghbl

lIUrytlorlloAuneITlleSpMow(Blao:tSwal:(6.99tpl
BrIwlSIJb~IGrdC/limn)(.(""(lf9!tlCl:£16.99li1)

TtlellSullYansrm.cn.bW-=tlOvitMllIcmn:£I5·99li1j
lMdIMlSlQflW\(kJa,:tFIlIlI(O'\:Ifrrt6.99li1,n.ggtpj

.... W_1IltHDmJtmld~(Cape1
~Wllson()D(GoIarc:r£16,991t1

,*kWomac:klf(JPIJ."~8eIIiIII1Jl(f8mgo£1ggPll

o
B".tShO<tSt<ry

EugtNBrn-"T!'oJn:Io'(~I<q

ttrl'J~1tIIUllb.~·I~rol

PauldiFillpo1hleot.ls..-(~I<q

IltIJtltugtltltllill~'(T1lI1lIIli""""'2\
~K-.,1hI~""llCIIllWat;onh.lloon"(llathn

-"PaulOlAId'-'l:8rd .. c:.iqI-3&&poam"(llatlbil

-".llllMoon'll.llA'llkDllisaAs,~)

....~,.....,MJMAo:HlIttIn·(T1lI1lwd.-.-

"8I\III~1hIEIIcllbdd"Du:rI~ltS41

UIITl.CllI'SoI'Sl:nf[~lt~

,,wlIbofI'SoIIs'(hi!l?Met201

o
BestNtMJ<t

",1llnIe-dl'ltllrlfl
IdMFlNlr-dl'-Ilba1I111I1'fTIlIi'Kn*Q

f.9ntE199Pl1
T..,KrotIe-d......~MrOtto:ClJI
IIthIieIWbllale-d TlleGl:tJM"'rllrilllrila-.

JImliIrltiln;fllKaMEIollh'l-O.J911ll1
PaulYounge-dCMJdh,""II'fPa.lJM:JdIy._

-C1C&lIIftBnlityl9'J7 1- "_''''""'__''':..-__---.J

- Best Fanzine 
Banana Wings

(135 voles)
Eds. Claire Brialey & Mark Plummer

- Best Fanwriter-
Mark Plummer

(95volo,)

- Best Fanartist
Sue Mason
(107voIO')

- Special Nova 
Ken Slater

OTHERPLACI«>S,.....
2-A4itLde (7ij). 3-Pblla (67). 4-BW po). 5-SOS,
5Iuti'l'slbn(28).7-~(26I,a.NMr

(hIe~, Smq 5l;n (19), IO-~ Hor
(10).1l-YM"oIt18Cow{8I,12.~(7).

13-TAfRon TIlliIt(6).14-Shr9t DMisi:lns(s).ls-m
(ot). 16-Babw 0Ier BIisn' (3). I1~Bbs ~ A!lIl'Ldf,
Raiirr}s(21.1g..imla:uIale.bllJdiGrl.~,

~01ri:MF~GefakI('),

Finwrlt"
2-t1are BriaIey(53). 3---O.1ve Langtcrd (39). 4-ChrisliIa
lake (38). 5-t.ike D. SiddaI (30). 6-Ablll'l Scon (26)
7-Mark McCam {2<4). 8.t.la1Ull'l Kincaid SpeIef, IIrI
Sorensen(23)10-Pat.l~(IS)11-t.lartM'lTt.dor

12~AIiSCl1 Freebalm. l)-Pam Wm, 14~Tanya !!town,
JoM Dallman, ~ Hardcastle, Steve Je/lery (5)
18-.Ju01tlHanna, Dive Hk:ks (4) 2O.t.lanaroneC.., Evt
Harvey, MikeScolt(3),23aChuckCorv'or,SteveDavie$,
TorrvnyFtf~son,Tobe'(l).

FINn/si
2-Dave Mooring (8<4l. 3-D. West 180). 4-Dave Hicks (47)
5-Sllrle JefleryiEsjay (45). 6-Ame Stoket (20). 7-Jim
Barl\er(19).8-ShepKi1dllide{6).9-HarI)'TOOler{I).

Langford,Paul l<incaid, and Mark Plummer. Panels on
future law, science, and the interface belW('el1 sf and
crime alS? featured, together with fannish quizzes and
comedy Items and a more smous diSCUSSIon about
TAFFfTral15·AtlantlcFanFundjbet.....eencandldatesfor
the \998 Europe-to-US race - Chns Bell, the BSFA's
UbiqUitous Maureell Speller, and Bndget Hardca5l1t
Some of the smgle-stream programme suffered from a
lad: of preparahon iIIld some last·mlnute partlapanl
ehanges as well as from a cunous arrangement ol
funrnon spare, whICh \eft the main lull and 115 bar
several lIights of stairs and a stroll through the
restaurant away from the rest ofthecoovetlhCln,

Novaron does, however, do a good line U1 sf fanrush
tradlbon,.and the nonunahon of Ken Slaler aSltus year's
fan Guest of Honour .....as U1 tune Wllh thIS. Ken - who,
l'Ven to those whodon't blow hIm asa fan. will be a
familiar figure to anyone who frequents coovenllOl'l
booI:rocms-lScurrentlyenjoyingtusfifuethywin
fandom and IS aOO ilbout to criebrate tus t1ghbeth
buthday;be was a very popularmo.ceas GoH.

As for the serious fun: dOplte hotel and programme:
grumbles theR did seerntobeqwtea lot 01 fun (and
qwtto a lot of faJwnes). Perhaps wtdo aD need to be Ln

anll1Shtuhon ..

THE 1997 Noya Awards were voted OfIand presented at
Novaron, held on 14-16 November at tht Abbey hotell/l
Great Malvern. As It dId tu! yeu Croydon tandom
donunaled the results; the 8esl Farwne,a51J1 1996, was
Cbite Brillry and Mark Plumtnff'S Satuna Wings: Best
Fanwnter was bsl ~ar'5 runn£'f-Up Mouk Plummet,
WllhOalreaslhlSyea,'srunner-up;andtheBestArt1st
award wmllo SUI' ~bson, the first hme SUlCe 1986lhat
the award hw\'t gone to (bve Moonng or D. West.•~
D.dK'dandnoOl'll'told mer,ilSktd5utasshechoked
on heJ orange and lemonade. Mad wasagalll allIgb!
btuslung - -Yooll'low [on', do tlus, .. thoinlr.s,- he said,
itnd hurned ofktage bad to 1!If t«h ops box. Oau"e
lhanLed l"o~ for maklllg MarL so mcredibly
embarrassed lWlCt'Ul arow.

AI Usterron a roIl«tlon was st.utl'd to mark the fact
that 1997 SiW Ktn Slaler's t1ghheth buthlhy and
marked Ius fLfbeth )'tar 1/\ fandom and as an sf book·
selltr. At NovICOn'S operunJ cemnony Rog Peyton.
proprwtor of Ilmmngham's Androrne<U sf boobhop.
IlIoldt a surpnse prtstnl.tlOO to Ken of iI SpecW NoViJ
{only tilt S«'OIld 10 bt prest'l'lledl md mnounced to great
.Kd.Jlm that Ken was to bt Fan Guest of Honour. Ht aOO
r«tlved a cheque for Q20 towards a computer upgrade,
and althe dosmg cemnony a II'IOft Immediately useful
boltlE'ofrum

A sad notf' w.s slnlck by the news of the de;1th of
Mngntt Aldiu, Bnan AldJSS's wife. Bnan 100 been due
to gIve a performanctof hlS theatre piece SF Blwts, whkh
was canrelled. A card ofrondolence was available for
rveryone to SIgn.

The annual rafne m aid of the RN1B'sTalking Books
prlJll'd raised 077.70. TAFF benefited to the tune of
f.87.38 through 'turkey readmgs'-m which examples of
bad sf are read out until a member of the wincing
audience pays for it to stop, The Umted Fan hnds
auctIon raised 061.50, of which £50 went to GUFF, £150
to Friends of Foundation and C161.50toTAff,

Ned year's Novacon, agam chaired by Martin Tudor,
will take place on 13-15Novemberl998ata venue to be
announced HheAbbey,a popular and wekoming venue,
IS being refurbished at thetime),Theguest of honour will
be Paul J. MeAulty. See the 'Events' page for further
delal]s,Q

CROYDON SCOOPS NOVAS AGAIN
1997 Nova Awards-

Claire Brialey reports ...
NOVACON IS an mshtuhon, although In the gt'lleraJ
spectrum of sf cOllvenhons It'S more of a home for
distressed gentlefolk than an outnghl asylum. The
Abbey Hotl.'!, Novacon's first Jo1unt outsldt the
Blmllngham area In many years, filled nght mto this
muge-: a pecuhanygothic settmg fora sciencefictton
convenllonaswciated...,thfanswhotalethetrsf,thelr
faooomandthl'lrfunprcttysenously.

Novaron's established htemy emphasis. howl'Ver,
has been dlmuuslung IIllhe past few yeus. Therf' was
htde to fault In thecredenhals of Guest of Honour Peter
F Hamilton, and somt othef authors (incIudmg Ken
Macl..eod and Freda Wamngtonl also atlended, but
there an' uooemably ft'o'o'er publIShed wnten and
h.Jrdly any publIShers m evKIence at Novaconslhese
days. ThIS \'eo1f, the World Fantasy Convenhon lYo"O

weels earlJer, WIth Its speorK opportunJIteS for si
professKlRaJs.mayluveprovlded an addihonal reason
forlhe Iow reprtsentabonat Novaron.

Nonethelo.-ss,theprograllUlV.'tnedlorefl«tabalanct
of IJterary and lanrush t\'ents,mdudmg a 'De5ert Island
Bo.>k~' Itt1n trunted by Mauret'll Kmcald Speller WIth a
d<'1o<'rt rs1mJ populalt!d by BSFA lununanes [)a\·t
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DOO-WOP SHOWADDY-WADDY ...

LOOKING UKE lhey're aboul to break i"Ilo a cfoo.oM:lp chorus are die Fantasy Encydope6a crew, captured
~apiltbyRogetRobinsonafleraForbIddenPlanelsigningsessioninl..ondon.Notelhelrolen

position oilheM' t9tt I\ancIs. LeflIO f91t John Gran!, Dave lInglore!, John elute and Ron nner.

Many thanks to
t.Ic:halttAbboll.BrianAlliss,PaulBametl.

Stephen8P:ter,ChrilBel.Eilabelh&PaulBil
inger. Clalre Bnale)'. Bn.m Sf Group. Arw!.wew M.

BulIer. EIen Chntwe,MturC. Clatke.John
Clute,/4rdfCo.t:,CardnalCo.t:, TonyCulen,Gary
DaIQn. Nge EdNards, Damy FlyM, Ray G'ay,

Coin Greenland.JonCourtenayGrimwood,/4rdf
HeideI. Chris Hi, Sieve JelfefY, Gwynelh Jones,

DaveLanglord.MeredithMa<Mfle,Ken
Mal;Leod,AooeIaMurphy&Rebecc:a~oI

the Science Museum, John OIIis, Mar1l Plummer,
Roger Robil'\SOl'l, Ruby,Andtsawyer,lan

Simpson, lan SorenSlln. Maufeen Kincaid Speller,
BrianStablelord,~lbrfl\l\lblp,MartinTudof,

lanWatson,8fidgelWilkinson,PhilipWilliamson,
and the hard·worl<.ing publicists ot Avon, the BBC,

Gollancz, Hodder, Clfbil,Orion, Paper Tiger.
Raven, Titan, Transworld, Voyager, and

WatefSlone's.Thanks,andthe very best lor1988
to all 01 you!

·MATRIX·
AMONG ruE uU;.y marks left on your soul by
iny uwolvtmmllJl tht maog lBde - l"Val at my
lowly 1l'vd-1S I tWJlrnyawart'lleSSofanruver
s.mes. Some gtt mlS5Ifd - Wt"~ unfortunl!ely
negkcttd to maoB. lhe Im birthciiy on I Novem
btr of NM)mi Milchdoa. SISter of J. B. S. Hald.1ne,
andlheauthorolMtmolrsof·S~among

other worl.sof gtnreIJ1terel Perhaps ifs apt tllal
she wl5bomll1lheyearlllalSlwthepubiKahon
ofWtlls's Tht/rwrslbitM!rn,wh.tch we did manage
toremembel"(seoeV«I",J9.Ij

Circumstlnces hive serendlpltously ronsplrl.·d
to bnng together I number of anmvenanes IJ1IIus
issue of MaIn:. Most lmportmtly, we're
celebrating lhe BOth bIrthday, on 16 December, 01
the UK's best·known 51 author (and the BSFA's
President), ArthurC. Cluke. Ifs a great pleasure
to be able to presenl an article from Arthur for
your enjoyment - Ind [hope you'll jalll me III

wishlJ1glutnlveryloogandhappyretuement
waIt I minute. /Vllmnml? Arthurs ....ark rate puts
thoseofushallltisl~losllame.Happybuthday,

Arthur.And lots more torome.
Nat, 19981$ the &SFA's 0h anmversary year

Dunng the year wt11 lit celebrating ltus III vanous
ways-oneofwluchisowpolllorlhebestsl/f
ROvds published dunng lhe period, so send your
votf5lJ1soon-bulooreyewilllltfirmlyonthe
futurtolSwellolS tnepast. And on thesul¥ct of
polls. don't lorgtt l1us lSyourlastchanc:'eto VOle

for the shorthst for the 1998 &SFA AwMds (set
pm10US ~gt);Jyou'l'! IJ1terested III sl- and of
tourstyoo Ire-support your favounre author I
artlstandsendl1'losevoteslJ1!

TlllsalsollappenstobetheelghteenthMalrrr
I've productd. Ind so maorb Il:Srorning of 1ge. Il's
IIso three years since I tool: on the job. TimI' fora
new masthead, I thought, and some tinkering Wilh
lhedesign (editors do this kind of thing. toprovp
IlIal they're n«essary). For my firsl issue Davt
Langford got thingsofltoa flying start wIth "You
Do It With Mirrors"', and this li~ lhere's another
Ll.ngford gem f~r your holiday enJOyment./usl
lhink: way back III 1994 he only had nllle Hugos:
now he'sgollourtet'l\and if you've ever won·
dered why he keeps wiMing the damned thlJ1gs
just rea<itheartide,

And now,as Malri: is 18 and legal. it's going to
go 001 and get drunk. And why not? Happy
ChristmIs. to IU of you! -OuisTl'I"II'n

·DrurnworilsilisopMI.lIIgt~tor • .....,..
CQl'K-han'or...... SCI1llbyO..........
·S1aISotier.sIromDreamwats"'shoolII'lglll
NcMlrnbel'-lOysolcierst<J.lllllld."'lII'Iamoklll.

""....
·~lsansfiildlOl1liknwChKurtFlU5MllaodJuOfl

S<:oIlLee;F\lsseI~)'lla5Ollkmideollsol4nbra

new breedol_lLee),who_1o 1 c:donyplirlel

"I mercenary
'BIIlStil!el'wilIcirecllo/ystMyMen,llisedonlheDiik
HorseCCltheaboutal1OUpd~oetwithbizMre

powers.
·AiJstralian GeoItrey Wrighl makes his HoIyowodde!lul
lirectingthe Lmed Anim si t!lnIeI $upeml7I'I. about a
ho5piIaI spacesllip on a rescue miuion.
·1.MVIt~isllised~lheepol'lylllMgame,

iVl:I wit wntten br Et'IIltHcrillltl's PtIIip E1sner and
51UlrtHazeldirle.
·JetlRO'rin'skrtocxmngr'lOYlllVlSpft5isMllobe
IknIdbr!hel9llwhotJr.u;'ll)WMIn/rtBld,Banys
SomerUId and.loAphscn. r... pIIlnl4J11 bals
wllolaM_NewYork.RoWl,I""",.illltrjoM.
wrilr wllo p8"lS !he 10rn awr. ~ Cd1!' IllCtv'lo.--'t.lort speo.UM (.-.:I poutir ~ dn1 is Thr
~E&d,a~brAlalndlrT_~br

w.,. BrosIorS30,OOO r.lIllol.ClWool"'dW!lp5
shol nospaleoollele5l YerwyiltU.,llteartr605
wlloll'n~onEanhgifledWllh!heJlOl'8folspeech.

·W.. !laYealsoopoonedPhilipKIf"tnwS«:cnd
NlgfJIorS2.~lt'ssell00'f'UJhInotwt.lmosl

oIlunriy is matdwm a IiIII 'l.twus.Rlallhe
~lI'Ka'taIlIilaIbIoodiskepinorbrtalllCites..

·JactFrost.abou1.ajazzllllSlOlnwhorelJ.mSl!teldeaIh
l$hleponymous~wasclJelObech;ledbr

5aIlI Relm!, tIIJ lie p.Ied OUI a~er GIorgt Clooney left
theprqectRainl"spliK:emaybetaklnbrTroyMiller.O

media news .. Iv . . tilm

Lelusknow!SendyourliYesuggestionsinorder(annotated~youlike)IO:

Andrew M. Butler, 33 Brook VIeW Drive, Keynoorth, Nottingham, NG12 5JN
Ema~: vector·bsfa rocketmail. com su 'eeI line 'Poll

MERLMitiilku-llluArtuia'l mirisIriII
bei1gmidebyPIIC.FtIWlgSWlfldinWaIts
CIlZ7Od:..:IfXIlli'lJedinmouslDabons
inEr9andandSaJbld:ltmnsHlllnl
BOf1lIIm.CIrter as Motgan le FiilY. Slm Ntlll
asMer!n.lwbellaRossellilli;n'1oYt,._"
Hr "'""-'t. and Rulger Hauer as toe eYi
LotdVortigem. h's We 10 be shown in lht us
in lday,Ilitl a lJ1(5Q'ee!Wlglalet in lhe year.
WINO CoMMANDER MOVIE Origin 51'S
lem's spaCKOlllbal game I slMtOt Wng
CommInder Ms been optioned by Digital
ArMlfol'afilmt1',oliv&-actionprcdJctioobased
CIlthlltNtaders,SlOryWIesandltlemeslfom

lhIfQltw WCtilles.Thefitth. PropIlecy,isjuslClJl
DEEP IMPACT prodJdkn Wl)1o:; began l'Itnt SI.IIVT*
Proc1lc8:l by Sl8!lIMn Spelbe-g's l:lrNmworQ SKG.•',
basedonArtllu,C.CWU'sastefoid.hils.EanhllCMll 1111
Harrmerol~andteall6esMorgIllFr",",nllld

R*tlluYaI.
UPCOMNCl MovIEs Ill" nexl.CIlIpIe 01 yeatlnidll
T1»TlIlWtVdm,'ll!ITIlNoIflel9651tainffwldl
ccprocb:tIon le 0KInI yllint bued Cl! Robtn
ShIctiI(sl9S3IallyIhtSeYrilYon";ShedlIeyIlso
-ateNl96611C1'l'lliA1itn
·PhIIipNorce"li'ed8liGt~atxualerTOlSlon.

~·""'spaltillCn

'DIsneY$~fnshes~nJlrwryrslll

~·EatI $lCry1-.mg 8ruce Wilk. WJ Paaon
(soonlObt~asflebUfeinKewlc..'s_oI

OaW:IBm"s ThI~nll.NT,.
• TIle Ctt1fIf203711 tie fIrd"Crow'iIm,llla5been'llrill«l
byrodl~WMeZomllennrr.atlRobZomblt,..........
•Frtrll20lh CtmJy FQJ. and Speber;'s Dreantwoo:'G SKG
CllllIfSF"I'I8Dayhrm:asl.iibocillgtMln"lTlel1twealher
iXIl'Wl'oIpr19amme goog M oog



~~ Hodder & Stoughton ~

...... NfJ."""'"

*1Iot.lA.HeinIen Slat'$I'rpTroopen(?£l: 16Oc:t(R 1959);C5.99pb)-flelSsuedlO
ClIlJlClda"'h!delayedkTtllSbook.crigrlalyi'lendeclasa;,Nrie:bAre,ec:leCIb'
.. lMIMlbecausecla ...... aJUrt.is~responstieb'IIIOrt~1l
slordeslNnanyat1et(Qmg:t.e·S1ny'.o·p....CIflI··wonh ...1l196O.ifId
alnll<encelSsliIltII1OdayJlllwrniiWtieslolo-lOAkean:lJerryPwnelt~
sudlas Termi'IaI:Ir,and.mcJlperl'ICiclJsly.inllweltrlmlriln-'MllllMlerlananmilibas
nowadive inlhe US whIft'4-aIong'llilll FWfslaler and even moteobjec:OOnable
FiII'II'Wn's FreehoId- seMS as a kind 01 SOlI'CIOookol pararKia and/ear. In my
opiriO'I, ~ IIelpecl to warp mainstream Amlldcan si 101 many years by fouilisiog ~ Il10 a
1950s Cold War derived xellOphobia and c*lyWlg ~ tht p'ocWiw 'exogamy' (as JoIvl
CUell1tlf1S ~)'ftich ewnetoManiselheQlll'1lwtlen _lJ'ewupin EurtIIlIciffl;Ilhe
6Os.1brt_,lsundllrialjelhallheboolcGl'rwneoselyr8ldableandltdi'o;.lIs
homosewal aJbIrXll5pwh1ps IIIOrtUMous lodayM ~was in 1960. rd hR's iIso
tltiterl$lln\l(ifldollenlmOtlc:ed)liIalha1Ilw~GbIP..·'lbookwtlCh

yousl\l:ddhaYeread(]cn,kld~eewGl~rw~SIld).fIec:am81ded.

*SttphlnKilgWinrlfnGlw(06Nov"£1499ttj-FOI.I'fl........,.Jlfle~

'OarkTlM'et'senes..
MnPtppeflGlcn.AlrtfetC)Q!(02lNo¥;(IU9hb.404ppj-HorrOIWIIh
meWic:lIonaIOWI1aII5andllllle'lOOrftyclPiersMlhony;Peppe'ssec:ondrJOYlt"TO'Il
R.1kef, IirsI now! WI! a"I inslanl besl-seler lis 101I suc:cessors. howeYIr. have
CIlI'IYi'icedrl!Yl~andllwllJbk1hat~was~I-.oIl.IluII'lOW_lookslSlloIql

ht'slbouttopJIdflremar'!:ablecanebadl'llilllmnewoovel,ManOllIMurdlr
Cyc/f,lheSlo.-yolawngefulbikllfcalledIMlO'l.IluITomknowslhatlhebool<sreal
aY!I'lOI' is dead. ¥ldhe is beiog Slalkedllylthl'Nleniogf9JrllO'lamolOl'oikt .....

*C.J.Cheffytl FPty'sEn:f(O 28No¥;(16.99hb)-Sl,llllW'Men::hanter'nwel.
W. A. I1Irt11nson TheQ)'SlalSluls(tEL28 No'I;C5.99pbl-Sl.
GeraldSuslerThelAbyrin//ldS.Iar1(NEL2INo¥:£5.99pb)-Honor
Paul W.. The Fijlfd,.Mriler(l£l.: 28 No¥: £6.99 pb)-FdaSy
A. A. An-sio~ (NEl:. Dee; £5.99 pb. 437PPI- St. I "IICMlI1or tit
mlnUn°.~ SI}'I it's "'J ICJllI'D kIion epc fill spI"5 ....... cn.nes
belw.-IfU(lIIlnapocalypk"" rdfle neXllfMn.m. "SI!lndgtlOtlelll.nsb::
1l'I00SoiI,myIlCMllSllonlrM-1ltlclus.-odytaltJlhkUe.·
WlcIIIIlWIIIlrnsAlll!Mil(NEL:40et:£5.99pb)-Fantasylromtleaulllor~_.
W.A.Hlrtlinson~(HEL:15Jan9B;£5.99pb)-Sl,anewedkn

*HanyTurtltdove 1+JIJFtwRtmart (0 15Jan98;C16.99hb}-Sl.
*JonCourlenayGrlrrr«oodltdfr'5Dragon(NEL:015Jan98:£5.99lpj-Sl.

AJllnColerIf1UllTriogy2(05Flb98:(16.99hbj-Sl.
WlIIBlkIl'11lIRaI'll(l8rdt(05Feb98:C1699hb)-Sl
C.J.ChlnyhFrity'sEnd{htL:Feb9B:£599pb)-Cbdlreleaselorlhtpajletback.
Clw:Brenchley~EtrIIW{htLFeb98.£5.99pb)-Hcrrcr/arne!lybnd.

AobIrtJ. Sawyer Il!palAiltJ(O 22 .. 98; £5,99pb)- Ni aienlWShlp nYIS Jl
"oI~wflichEdlwiltnWIJlacllninachinglb'IIen\ed'R:llogJ,bA_oI

llwaliensmupinCOl.ltO'l'II'U.~,Thensomedllnntaie'\$iifIlVt""

*GeoIIRyman2S3(OFIb;£6.99pb)-mrboolcpuljcalionolF!yman'shyplrtexlOOYel
firSl seen 0'1 the lntemet 1lIs1 year.

*Jullln MIY Perseus Spur 1° 2 Fib; (16.99 hb) - Frsl volu'ne in a llIW 'J)Iot-llpela
$\llies.1heRampao1Wakls',HlJTlOfOUsIy-namedHMullcideislklw.ileO'llplanellar
from cMmon:"Nel11hng I know, sa'I1e gIIIll sea·toad has wen my house and I'm
Cili4JlupJl'galadiccon~Fromgendycoamg~aglW1gSlbner$iblearOl.llCllhe

shcn5alKldge--lodo;abytopilollnglslale-<ll-lht-anJaYllin1la'WlpmaysetWllikeablg
JII1l·la.cwl*l.looksu.lhtlUetXUSealtunanCl'/isilKlnlS ......Nl,Olhel
allmolMl«:

*~SlnIrAobinsonAnllrdlca12Feb;£11.99~)-~~llIIeueal
ICSA'I~r..
.Id WcDmtt &mly Road (02 Feb; £5.99 pb) - F.~~ 5ludy
...on 20tI enay oAln.

*Robtrt SlI'Itfberg ~ dLi;lN(16 Fib; £:9.99 pb) -Wsiaomg all 0I1iYe cl
SMrbfIfg'sbesl. and darkesl· l'lOYels,alllrom lis ISlOnishing period 01 aNtMry in the
IlIte 60s I NIty 70s: A r",.oIChlngeslI971»Jvn86'). O:1wnw.lrdtlllleEril197Q
»Jun72),TheS«:oodTrip(1972"D«~,lhesupertlDyilgInsic»(1972~MaY731

arodtheHullo-wm-.g Nigh!lWlg$(1969). Excellentvaoe. arodhigll/yrllCOO1l1lll!lded.
*AobIrt SIlv.-berg n. AAI1 rH" (0 16 Fib: £16.99 hb)- 5Mberg l<Ii.Id1es aI the

basasllifltisllleollhemilenniun.fnlo::rua.aliIna6o.lcticm.UFOlogI5U,andlhe
eIIor1Iess~oIEallhllyllfMs."OnIyCindyCa'IlIidlaeI'sstill-flKbdmilary

n-lawskeepaiwetle$lendllrhope:lhaltlenaMsalEdlmay_dlybetr-.°
D",1d l Lllgh Eddngs PrJgn"" Soteere:ss(16 Feb, £11.99tp) - Eptt.usy.1lw
Iqt-krmalpapeltladl.rellastcl ....comprirlIlCMllIOBetwaIl,.~
V"ldcr KOIlIIIl Il6hrim 13. Weed5 (0 IlIar; £5_99 pbl
JannyWIXts FugiMPrwu12t.W:£6.99pbl-EpclaUsy,fIook 1cl1heAkacl
141' WltlS-·expe1hc:newom,",saior.~rdan:tJe(-ismamedIOI/ll$lOon
MIIIZ:theya:tabcnledO'ltheaMlf
JIdlVll'lotHilhfL1mpf16Mar,£5.99pbl-W",~w·wlIsl ~193

~ ~ = Voyager=~

pb_Pll*badChb_hrilack:tp_IID{latgelormallpapll1lado;;pp_llXl«ll
I. _ ilIslraled: ed, _edted; A(~) - reissue/reprint {Iirsl pubic:alk:rl dale)

~%_rtW!wif1VIdorIxldaIf:GN_Grapl'kN<:M!l:ab_Auciobook,VA_VOlllllAlUl

col,_sto.-ycollection1sameaulhor); anth.-anttlology1cillerentauthors)
*_~ 'i'_Ed1<J'schoice O_FinIUK8Ii1iorl

TrNtIlJMedalesWl\tl<:aU!lonMUlllpOtedrematlo:sbyChrisTerran
OJoledcommenlSllllrtmpltishefS'ma1ena1-QlNlempiltl

-~Il/ofdlHlJ Crossb'hlsnle.% .ttp"I_.IJl:t".~.ClI.lltftopbsh .•tI-

Key = ~--~

'GaOOeIKilg',a.k.lliLJohnHanlsonandJaneJohnIOll,'IItIoselmsyabootcalsThe
WlfRoadISOIJI'lOWJlpapetbaO:mNrr:1lt.FormfIl'piI1nn,lhei'1q-pIamed
CllIabcnMIICMlIcn,golwt1len __ ...,.dseparalld.A5IqJllisclleJlNoY!llllbef

i -recent 8t forthcoming books ------
i I

lfIdudng~F/arrWlgc.Fonlallo1

IllatlIlewSlUfgl.AlJbreyBe,rdsI9y:A Biography (HarpelCoIins: 0 Dec: £20,00 til,c32Oppil,)
-N'o early andWtty ilt\uenllal tantasy al'list who OedaSlonisl1r9Y roung, aged 25

*SherlS,Tepper FMrl/yTree(O 1 Dec:£lU9hb,l'9.99lp,cSOOpJI)-New51ncMll."TfIM
ar.~l."tJWWIlll1i!¥UsllCralf.andpok:e(ficefOo!a"""l!'inksshelu'Jllltwtw.

1he~a1lr_bep\.~ •. .,IhtI.lull.rellhenlel:h'dogylwalbutvatisMd.\WO
~VOonlq..oestll'l111akas1hlmUlhw1hanIhey'Q'Ud. Den wlWOIA abol.Ch
Wt.Me.Ptit. ..~keep~ , .•

*SlMri5. TtppIr GitIorI'sDech IIIdF"(1 Dec;rs.99pb)-P~at.. a.u.............
RaymondE.ftlstFa(llda~I(ng(OIDec;£9_99I1pI-TlWd""''Sfrpertw1l'

SlIga'.FeISl.ilmamedlOlarWynMlislKdllyn5.SWbul:t
AndrM NI!idennwI "'" De~1 AdIoc.1,. /Harpe!CoIiIs: .tin: [5,99 pb. c320pp)- r ..... 1o
IIleKeinlReevesIAlPicmltn,MlStIriI'lg·ttcroeylStakenoobyNewYcrl;llIwlirmJohn
lMIoo & Co. (nudgiI. nudge) wtidl 'P9l!ars never to lose in COlI\, and has a file marked
FUT\JRESCOOlaining detais 01 cases tr.e«lffipanywil delend even tr.ougl1 the mes haven'
yelbeenCl:lMlilled

*J.R.R.Tolklen~~:OJan;£12.99hb.CI28pp}-FhlaweafillC801

an~chilchn'Sskry"JIIidI.dogil\l.nledi1lo.torby.wiza-dand~onl

beadl by.1lI'IIII boy The kly if b'IfISpOlltdlolhe moon on .... pd1 oIiljt~ makes on !he
-.¥ICI"Man.,tleMoonrenamllllm'RcMnncbn'and~Iim"" ThtIbY_
wri!lenby Tc6IMon""*",,,a1fieyilYOlblnin 1925, IOcomIcrlbl·!'H'.adIoi:tlill.no
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IrdldflJiLitlJe,Brollfl,Warrer

Terry BfOOks RuooingWitltheDemon(O Oct: £16.99 ttI)
DlvIdFeinluchVoiresolHope(061'klv:£5.99pb.527pp)-Frlthvolumeinlhe'Seafort
Sa!fa·.inl~FofeStEl'·Hkespacea~e_NichOIasSealortisnowaneldel'Slatesman,

and!his!akesupltleslorycAhlsSQl1PMip
MlehaelWhite TheSciffl::eolrheX·PiesINov; £599pbj

*~~h~~39~= ~a~:. ~~~ =: _--...,,=......,
SOiIked vampiric dark famasy from a two-time
wiMet-!Kfured~t-cAtheWorldFilIIIasy

Award land writer 01 tvro Blake's Sel'ellepi·
sodes):anintllflselysenSllaltlWl.Re<:om·
mendel!,>JIU

*'JooathWlWylle' Magister(Orbit04 Dec:
£699pb,358pp)-FanlasylromtdarlllJiJia
Smilh,thisooeinspredbylheli!eolEr9ish
COOlposerSirAmoldBax(1S8J.19S3). He was
muc/linllueoc:edbyCelliclegendsandstcries,
and by Yeals: !tIoIql,nol lfish lWnsell he
Iravelled lhefe widely andeYefllually lied in
M.Wcrbl'ldudBtheoverly-lushsymphOOc
poe'llTimage!and!nthllGardeflofFalld.like
other W~ books, IIU ncNtl, trustralir9Y,
SlJ'.'Ids better in SlJfnrnati' than ~ bJms O'JI to be: an a~emativ&unlverse London in 1993, a
worIdwheremagk:~andi$institutiona~Slld.arldpetformedat'concefls'.DilIlielGiIlespe

~ a sttKlent althe Royal AcademyO! Magk: and is tol<!to research tile Iile of an oIlsaxe
ooginalor 01 m. 'scores',ElM'ardBedl-whosewOl1lhaspowerslhat begin to toueh Ihe
real wOOd W)1ie'says: 'I! we haVllCl'eatedeYen a minJtefraclionollt1emagclhatAmold
6a.lbrw1JtnolhewcridthenWllcanbesatisf~"

*Lany Niven De$litly's Road (0 4Dec; £16,99 hb) - 'Descended from a Ql'~ a settlers
abandonedthere~yearsbelore,lheinhabitan\solDl<S1inyhaverolyonelinkwitt1lhelJ

Earth origir'!$. the RGad, a wide smooth track bumeclil!otheQl'Ckll1dw!lf!olhelanclingCfatt
<leparted." This is lhe slory ol a)'O'Jng tann boy who sets out on a queSl 10 dSCOVl1l' what

l1appenecllOtheCfaltandrtsCfSW, Nivenregarc!sthenov~asr.sma~mopoJs,an It
contintIesl1isobsessionwlthdegenerateclandabandolledsooe1ies
LarryNlvenTheRingM>rldEngineffs(4Dec(Rl980);£5,99pOl-:-:>ooQ::r8l!
TomliollTheWaOedQdlard(Wamer:Dec:£599pO)~AssOOationalh4stoneal~

Slmon Archer &Slan Nicl1oll5 GerryMderwn: The Aurhorissd Biograpiry(Jan: £7,99 pb)
Palrlck fllley CIood WarnodJan (R 1983); £5,99 pb) - Prior t01l1e resumptioo Cl! the SSfies
by fllley arod Paul Bamel1, QrtJit is reis~uing the six-book 'Amtrai< sooes, two per mon1h
amamgly, Vedorappearslo r-lVflrlMewedoone oIl!lem, Ths IS volume one, andlhe
seerodis:
PalrlekTiI1ey FnlFamiJy(Jan (R 1985);£5,99 pb)
Al'xancSef Besl1er Rim (Jan; £5,99 pb)~The "nov~ of virtual realily'" ~s a late
ma5S·mar'r.etpaperbackrelease,:>ooDec95'*Alexander Besller MiI (0 Jan: £'199tp, 288t>P) - New C)'beIpunk novel from the AmOOtan
JellNoon."trstheurtfmaleni\11tmare,ISuflPOse"sa\'SBesl1ermoclestly"'TanOQsbegin
wearing the bodies lhat they are supposed 10 beaoomiog. These are sentient, intelligent
lanOQs-~dermalsotrwareprogramsl!lataredeSlgnedtoperformlheowoe(stasksin

various on-line wor1ds, Butadabolicalvirus,rodenamed'Mir'.isbetnglranslerredtromooe
lanool0 anolher. Hey, the aliens !lave landed OO)'O'Jr sm and are burrowing inside 10
caltUre your sculr Besher was bom in China roWhile Russianparentsandwasbrooghlupin
Japan; he's now based in San Frarocisco, where he's worked as a 'oooSlAtingMJriSl ill
corporateplaMing'(rKewot1l~yoocangel~)

A1an DNn Fosler TheHcwlingStooes(OFeb;£5.99pb)-Sl
Davld Darlinglon The DreamlandCM>nides(little, Brown: o Fell: £1£,99 hb,c32Oppil,)
Non-ficlionabou1kea51,IheUSm~i1arybaseanegedtoCOfllaincapturedalienspa~att

Elizabeth Moon DMdedAllegianca(O Feb; £599pb,528pp)-Heroicfantasy, book two 01
'TheD%dolPakserJarOOn'.
DavidBrinThePostman(Fell(R1985):£5.99pb)-ne-inlo!tlefilm.»-Afx86
LE. Modesitt Jr The So!'"3no $om!1!I5S {O Ft!>; £6.99 pO, c672pp) - Fantasy, firSl in a
newseries,AmtlsicteadlerallowaStaIeUniver'sil)'isa-awnintothelantasytandErde,and
lindsr.ersinginghasmagcalpowel$
Joseph Sklbell ABlessingoolheMooo(Ulde, Brown: 0 Feb:£14,99l1b,268w)-Uterary
tanlaS)'. AJew is shoI I1Kiflg lt1eHcioeausl. and instead of resting peacefufty in tile WMd to
Come he isletl lowander lhe Earth accompanied by his rabbi,wI1o!las taken It\elorm of a
crow.AdebulnoveIwhid1'WeavesmagcaIOCCtJrenceswitt1vMd:yrealevetlts:
Sl1aunHulsonPurily(Lillle,Brown:OFeb:£15,99hb,352ppj-HorroraboJ1aradio
phone-In host whCI encourages caUers to dSCU5S their fantasies
Paul Barnen St/ider's UiWelS8(O Mar: £5.99 pb,c352w)-Taslyspaceopera, second
voIcmeoltl1e'StriderChronides' Retil1edfromKaanlalecharodrescheriJledfromNov97

1nc::/ud;lg8aI!!am,~y,Blac/rSwan

Krlsllne KlIlhryn Rusch sra, Wars: The New Rebeloo (Bantam: 9 Od: (4.99 pb,
532pptlrailers)-The New RepubIi<: faces lhreals of assassinalion,plOlsaroddsruption 01
the Foree.CIII1 Luke rescue Le;a' Is Han $00 invo/'led in the pIols? Wi8 rhe universe be
saved?No~les

DaveDuneanl'resentTense(013Nov;£5,99pb,477pp)-Fanlasy,'RoundTwoofd1e
GreatGame',cootirrlWlgthestoryofElfflardEJelerwhoMrerelUmslromthetantas~nd

NextdoortoaFlandersbattfelieldin1917,DuncanisafOflTle(ScoItisI1geoklgistwhomaved
10 Cllgary, Canada in 1955.

'itMaryDorIa Russtll The Sparrow [Black Swan: 0 13 Nov;£6.9SpO, SOOpp)-St, a
lirsI-conIadlaleandwimeroflhe1997 TiplreeAward: lhebook comes blurbedwitt1an enor
ITIOllsrllJ'Tlberotgoodreviews,GeekpiOOupradolrarWniS$OflsatArecibo;Jesuitpriesl
takesaslars/lijlandvisitslhealiens:dsaS1erensoes.Good(dsu~ry)d1araClerisationand

line writing is sJi1llly marred by some implausible plolting and a disfind sense of diseomlorl
aboutlhesdeoce,Bull!leCOl'eolthebookisamorali!ytaleandanel.8minatlooolJesIiti~

consaeoce, andthisUts ~easily into award-wimer dass. Hilfllyrecornmended
*TerryPralcl1elt WyrdSistelS. The llustrated ScrfHJl!fby(O 11 Dec; £9,99 lp)
*Terry Pratellett SooIMusic: The I'ustrated ScreenfJi/y (0 11 Oec: £'1.99lp. 128pp)

IlI\Istraledwith 153co1O'.1sti1ls,tI1elexl 01 the Coogrove Ha! adaplatioos,wtVchtbinelude
manynew/okes l'lOlind1ebooks sothereis sorneloog new lor yoor money, For some reason
eadlpagel1asthelextlXlClerlaJdwi\llavarielyof~tswtloserelevancelargelyeseapes

me. The arlistsMVfI done a po-eltygoodjobwitl1moSl oltheetlaraClers, t/lough DEATH
doesn' quile won. This arod the Wyrd SiStefS adaplaliOl'l are ava~able 00 video at £IS,99
TImoll1y lal1n Slar Wars: The Specter of the Pasl (Bantam: 0 11 oee: E12.99I1b) - The
New Republicfaees threats of asSi/5SinaliOl'l,pIots and disruption ol1he Force. Can leia hokl
the AepobIicti)\/l!lher?WIil she be reseuedby Luke? Is Han .. Solo .. ,er, 1ge1lhisweirdesl
dejkvul~ing.BIJtwail:there'safreeDarthVaderbcd:markwi1hltisone,soyoocantell

l!lemapar1
George Lucas & CI1/is Claremonl Shadow Dawn (Bantam: 11 Oec; (5.99 pO)-Fanlasy,
seqJeltoShalbwMoon.
Peler Schweighof8l' (ed,) srar Wm: Tales From the Empife (0 11 Dec; E5.99 pO,
324ppttrailen)- StorieslTom the Slar WarsAdvenIuI9.!ol.ma~ witt1 tales from lirnothy
ZaIln and Miehael A. Staelqlole.
limo1hylal1n Star Wars: TheSpecl9rofIhePasl(Banlam:O 11 Dec:£12.99hb)
George Lucas& ChrisClaremont Shadow Dawn (Bantam: 11 Dee:£5.99pb)-Fanlasy
~loShadowMoon.

RobertRankln SproutMaskRefiica(ll Dec: £5,99 pO)
*RobertRankln ThflBrentlordCha!ns.awl./assaCft/(Doobleday:Oll Dec: £1699 I1b)-Sf

comed,',in..mchJesus isc!onedlrom blood 00 the Turin Shrood

-Corgi----Orion - -
,,,,,,,,,,......,,,,,..,.,_.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,",,,,,,,,,1
Miehael Moorcoek EarlAub«(Dec; £6.99 pb)
AlisooSinelai,8luehea1f(Dec:£U9pb)
VariOllsPrediclions(Phoef,ix:£2.ooeaehpb,c8Opp)-25si1oo1booksinwhid1leading
thinkarsaltern~toforecasllheneXlfillyyears, fl1lesinclude JollnGribbin Cosirxlklgy,
RobertWinstonGeneticManijxllaOOn,Fran~slielsbourgWarlare,JohnClartePopJ

1a0000Conlll'Gearty Terrorism,DaveHIIlMen(WomenlOC(lfl1fintdard1,as~were)

*lanSlewar1TheMagicalMaze(ODec:£17.99hb,e32Opp}-Thebookolthel997
AoyallnslitutionChrislmasl.ec1ures,publisl1ec1locoincidewittl!tleirbroadcastS1ewarlis
alinelJOPlllariseramalhematics,andlhisyea(slectlJresareaboulmatllsasapo-obIern
and pl,lllle-solvingadivity
Poppy Z. Brite Cclirlney lol'll: The Real Sto/)' (0 Dec: £16.99 hb, c256pp)
Assodalionalllklgap'1yollherocl<;singerlael1ess

*T8I'ryGoodkind TempeofrM wn:ts(Wenrium 0 Dec: £16.99hb, 512ppl-FOIJrthlfl
lhe 'Sword a Truth'lantasy series. The ltird is
Tl!I'ryGoodklndBloodoftheFold{Dec:£U9pb)
Lee M. 511...., Remaking Edefl [Weideft1eid & Niewon: 0 Jan: £21),00 hb, 320pp) 
Molecular biologiSl Sitver oo'doning and beyood in a brave new workt': l'ldudes
speelAati'le stories iDustratillg we possit:llites thrown up by cloning tectlno«lgies, with
emphasisonmoral,~landetJlicalimplications

Jl)$ep/lLeDouxTheEIIl(JIiooaI&lifl(Weidenfekl&~son:OFeb:£20.00hb,38-4pp)

- "El.pIores our in<:easing understandng a 00w Ci'l.'Cial CO' emotions are to IllJI

evoIutiorwySllVivar.
*PeterF.HamlllonUghlstom1(OFeb;£'1.99hb,£3.50pb,112pp)-Filthinthefirst

series 01 'Web'books. The sixlh and lasl of I!le ClJrrenl batd1is
*MaggieFurey5orcemss(OFell:£'1,99hb,£3.50pb, 112pp)-ContribulorEricBrown

describedthebac:kgroundlothe'Web'seriesinMaIrix127.
VariousD.JJwnsm Today [Weidenlekl & Niel:Nson:OFeb:£3.99pb,64pp)-Essaysoo
the npad 01 Darwinism ontodays sotiet\', flllesareJollnMaynardSrnitllE'f'OilItiMand
fheEmbryo.RobfrtFoley&MartaLallrHuman$:MEvoiutionatyBiography,Klnglsey
Brown' Women al WOOC M E.oolionary V"/t'W and /he Gass Ceiing, Martin Dlly &
Margol Wilson Th8 Truth AboutCinderella: An ElIOIufonary V_ofChildAOOse
/dickey luehet' Reichert Pmce 01 Demons (Fell; £5.99 pbl- Fantasy
Leslle Forbee Bambay Ice (Phoenix: 0 Mar; £16.99 hb, £9.99 lp, c320pp)
Scil:flCe-basedVterarylhriler,adebu1novel,ABombaylilrndrectorissuspet1edot
murderingl1islormerwile.Hiswrenlwile'ssiS1erretlll'nslolrldiatromE~and,arodd1e

twowornen1inclthemsetveslhrealenedbyllle brutal mtlrdera a Iransvestite:-ROltinds
herbestweaponisl'lOlagu1bulherkoowledgeascience"



JonalhanCape
Paper TIger
Bantam
Vintage

-ChrisTemtn
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·PhilStephensen·Payne",AlllillesareASchapOOoks:aUelcep1B1isl'i,Moore&Kuttnerandvan
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Galactic Central
AndreNorlon(lJ,l2/91)

E1l!fllrPangbom (£1.50, 5193)
H.BeamPipe!"(£1,50,~4)

Fre<lerik Po~llrJ.7S, 3/89)
KelthRoberts(£2,5193]

EricFlankRusselll£1.75,12188)
FredSab&rhagen(£1.50,3191)

8obSl1aw{£2,5fi3]
CtitfordD.Slmak(rJ,6191)
BrlanStablelordllS,4197)
Mar!fllrelStClalr(l2,4197)

TheodOftStUrg&on(l2.75,lI89)
WllllamTenn(£1.50,5193)

JamellT1plreeJr(£1.25,10188)
Artl1ur'Bob'Tuckerl£I.50,519.)

JacllVance(l2.75,4I9O)
A,E.van Vogl (lS,5197)

ManlyWadeWellman(l2,5I1l7)
~mesWIJile(l1.50,9I89)

Jack Williamson [r1.7S,0U85)
GeneWoIf'll2,SO, 12191)

JoIln Wyndllam(£1.7S, 9fil9)
RogerZelamy(lJ,!lf.llj

AnlndextoDAWBooks(£2.50,711l9)
An Index to Nellnont Press (£4, 2195)

BrianAldiss(£5,3I9O)
PoulAndmon (l4.S0, 61891
PiersAnlhooy(l2,9~0)

Mlcl1aeIBisl1opll2,2192]
JamesBlish(£7,SI96)

L~hBra<:ke"&EdmondHamiltooll2·50,1186)

MarionZlmmerBradley(l2,50,3191l
John Brunnel"(£J,11189)

A.Ber1ramCllandler(£1.75,9I1l9)
C.J. Cl1enyl1 (l2,5192)

JoIlnCl1ristopher(£1.75,119O}
HatCtement(£1.25,10189)

PI1i1ip K. Dick (£6,2195)
GordonR.Dicksoo(£2.75,119O)
Pl1l1ip Jose Farmer (£2.75, 7oo}
Cllaries L,H.ness (£1.50,6192)

Harry H.r1soo(£J,8I89)
RobeftA,Heinlein(£.,2f.l3l

Franklferbert(l2,1tI9O)
CyritM.Komblulh(£1.7S,2I'JO}

Ke/th Laumer ll2,3190)
Frib:Lelber(£3.75,lMO)

GeorgeR,R.Martln(£1.50,12189)
Ann. NcCaflrey (£4,8J96)

C,L,Moore&HenryKunnerl£6,4I96l

lollowing on from:
GwynethJones While OrJeen(Vista: Jan 98 (R 1991);lS.99 pb)
GwynethJonesNorlhWm'(Vista:Jan98 IR 199.); lS,99pb)-»AII994,5ep95
VeraCl1apman The EncIlanl1llSS(GoIlar.cz: 0 Jan 98: £16.99hb,c256wl-Art1JJrian
lantasy,hlthertounpu~ishedandfQlJndamongherpaf*saltel"h«deatllinl996

Paul Kearney The Iron Wall(GotIana: OJan i*l; £16.99 hb,<:J2Opp)-Fantasy, Book3al
1he Monatchies of God

*lanM<:OonaldKirillya(GolIan<:z:OJani*l:£16,99pb,c«8pp)~5ecpJelloChaga,

conlinui'lglt1e story of OfSllepard [on Ihe BigDumbQbiect),Gaby McAslan (ljvingwilhin the
ChagaloneinA/ricainanexpelimentalartist;ccommunity),andthejrdauljlterSerena
Mike McCormack Crowe's Requiem ICape. 0 Jan 98.£9,99 pb, c224pp) - Story ot Crowe,
born i'1to a villagewim no history or con1ad wiltl lt1e wortd "love story and gothic lairylale
teeming wilh g,osls, sorcer<lfSand va\J3ms, an eerie and treadlerous me<it.ation on the
natureolslorylelling~oneollrelanl1sfineslntWwr~e..-$:

Jon Stephen Ank" He liVfd[Vntage:Jan 98: £U9 pb, c320pp) - Amodem ~Sl Slory.
*GregoryBenfOldCosm[Avoo:Febi*l:$23.00l1b,344pp)-Kardsl,moreakinto

TlTl6scape(I980) and Artifad (1985) than tJs
Wa1msleybooks,inlllatijconcentralesons<:i
ertis!sat worlland pay, Ab1a<:klem.pl1ysies
professor in Cat~ornia oon<1Jcts an accelerator
elperimenl,but a m)'$lericJoJs bowling-ball sized
cqectawearsandwrecks!ler~fWTlentShe

srntWes ij bacll to her lab and with another
physicistandhel"sluOentsmeslOworllOlJlwh.at
ij Is: acrNted urive"se,in whict1 lime is passing
exponentialyfasterthan here. FiJI 01 absormg
scient~~ detail and sensawunder goosebJmps,
ij's s1i1rt'Ylel dr;r.om by Ben!ord's sneering straw·
manapproad110enWonmen1a1islsal'ldpoli1iQ
ans and reporlers and rel900s people and ad
ministralorsand N,an)'Oilll who lsn't a

=~:~:~~s~s=~a~ GregoryBenford
manyoll1e-bookssin<:e,bullhereasonTmescaptremainsGB·sbeslllOwI,sijsmoresopn;·
sficated approach to those who cml sl'iare his woMWlw, Readat:ie, exciting, but ~awed
DennlsDanversCirr:WoIHeaven(Avoo:Feb98;$14.00hb,37JppI-Acenturyhence,
moslotlunarili'el.istsinll1e'Bin·,avirlualrNlityerl'lirooment.
AnnPatchellTlleMagidan'sAssi:stant(FOlJ/t!1Estate:OFeb98:£14.99hb,c256llP)~ln

1o5 Angeles, Sabinewas apprenIi<:edfor 2(1 yearl 10 lhe gay magM;:ian Parlli!al. Now he and
his lover haw gone, and SabinejoumeY$ to S/lOW,boI.rld Nebraska to OS<:O\'llfl'lis m)'$leOotJs

""Jenny Randles Truly Weird: Rea~1iJe CasesolthePara~(CoIIins& Brown: 0 Feb98;
£14,99tb.1SOppil,)-TwentyweirdeventsandtheeYklen<:eforthem,

*CarmelMorrisPaperPlanes(CoIins&Brown:OFeb98;£l.,99pb,l28ppi!.l-"Over~

designspius2.coIolIr,ready·llrlo1dplanes:
Ron Miller & Pamela Sargenl FireMinds (Paper T'Oef: 0 Feb 98; £? ft, 112W iLl
Portra~softlle l1eroines of science fiction, witIl text by $argent

James Craig Holte DracuJa in the DarlllGreenwood Press: O.IIA 97; £.3.95 tb, lSOpp;
1)-313-2921S.9]-"'Thisstudytracesthechar9ngnawredfilmlepresentalioosolOfacula.h
proYidesa history of tile vampile, an examination 01 StGker's work. a SlJ'Vfly of contemporary
ailicismandabibliograpllyolvampirelilrn.liclionandmsm:

*Robin Anne Reld AIIIlur C. Ciarl<e: A Critical Ccmp.Won (Gre&nwOOd Press: 0 Jui 97;
£239Stb,208pp;1)-31J.29529·8)-lndudesdetailedanaJysesolClar1le'slastelgnoovels.
ooudng Rende1'lWS wilh Rama and 2010.
Sam McRNd~ A Will'iam Butler Yeals E~lAkt«ych Press: 0 Sep 97; £69.50 hb
52Opp: 1)-S!i1]2.106·3) ~ Veats's out,out was steeped in Irish m)1hology and fcllllcu, and he
l1ad a strO"l9 interest inlhe occutt -I1e was aTheosop/list and amember 01 the Golden Dawn
sec!. along with AJelster Crowley (see vanous Fantasy Encyclopedia entries flY more deta~s)

ThisVlllume aims to be acomprel1ensivl!SOlJrc.e!lOOkforailmingsVNtsian.
PeterJ.ReedTheShortFldionoIKurlVOIlIlegUf{GreenwoodPress:OSep97:£4J.9Shb
2SOW;1)-313·30235·9]-Demonsuales,l1at Vl)1!1egJl's short stories ale an integraJ part 01
his overaB canon: Also Iool<:s at KV'swt1ole career as awritllf,emptlasislOgthelaler plWiods
of tis Irte

*Bart Kos~o NallOrime [Avoo: 0 8 act: $24.00 tb, 302pp ; bibliography) - The word
1echnopom'comes 10 mind here. AiminglocombineGibsonandCiarq,Kosko-aprolessor
01 ~ec:tri<:al ~g at the Univefsity of SOIJIhem Cal~om'a, and ~ s/'(lws - revels in
Iovingly·desaibedultra hiljl-te<:h weaponry and 'neal ideas',with,unI011unately, Iiltle grasp 01
consequences. Bul lhe story is excitillg and mows W€U enooljl: in energy·sWVed 2(130 a
ten-onst inciden1 in me oiffields of DharanSlartSlhecountdcM'ntoWQl"\dWarlll. Meanwf'&,
John Grant ($kl has oso:wered and palenled a new way of el.1raeting energyfrom water, and
finds himsetl on the runlrom Sinister GroupsTW-his onIyalty an AI modelled on Jctm Stuart
Mi~. Ws all goodllJl ~ J'OO lea~ \'W" moral~y at home
SteveHarris Challerrgll91t1e Wo" (Squane's Press: 0 NoY: £S.OO pb)-Lycantlropi<:
horror NoISBNordelaHsontheP'Jblisl'ier,unlortunately.

*Eugene Byrne & Kim Newman Bad< iI the USS4 (Zi~ng: Nov; $1) -Imp«! of their novel
setJlanaltemalivesociafiSlAmericaintheear1y~rtotthecenllJry.

MietJael Moorcock The War AAlon9s1 the~ (Avoo: 5 Nov; $WlO llb, 298Wl 
SiJblilled'M AIJIobiographK:a1Slory',lhisis the ll1irdvolume in thetrilogj'begun wilh Blood
andFabJousHartlllu~Awordonp"esentalion:Ukeaft"'\'Of1bookslt1isisabeautitully

prodJcedproQ.ld,fromlJ1eemboSsedrl'lOl'lOgfamontheboardfront·l;O'o'er(dfIerer1tloreacn
author) to the d1apter b~es and OVeta~ desigl, h's nohceab'y better looking man the UK
nar<llad<.{0n0n1996),apartlromthedJstcover-hereOfiondoesabelterjotl,»I93
Nlcl1olasRoyle The Matter 01 the Heil1l1Abacus: 06 Nov; £9.119 pbl-Newnovel aboul
~chlhePRis!ruslrabnglysJlenl:butijfeaturedinthe'BadSel'compel~>on

Marguerite Quinle1Ii·Neary FoIIwtrt and the FaIltastic iI TweiI'e Mldem Irish Novels
(Gr~ Press: 0 Dec 97: £39.SO nb, 135pp; 0-313-30490-4) - Twelve ooveIs, sa
novelists:Joyce, O'Brien, MeIvyn Wall, Omell Figgs, Eimar O'Outty and James Stephens
MikeChlnn The Paladin Mandales (AA:hemy Press: o Oec: £4.00 pb)-"The collected
adventures ot Darrian Pataon, detectiw, avialor, mercenary and ghosl oomer": set in
Nrierica's Prohibition el"a, Note tile price is a pre·p.dcat>on oiler so check ftr$l. AJdlemy
Press. 46 OxfOld Road,Acod\s Green, 5irminglam, B276DT.

*DavidHar1well(edlThe5ciellceFic1iMClnfufy(Raven:OJan98:£15,OOhb,C1024pp)
Huge antll. ot $I 1hat l1as shapedtr.e last l00yeals:

*Gwynetl1 JOfl\!S PIIreni.l Cate (Vista: Jan 98: £5.99 pb) - >194, Thifd ',ijeutian'~

VOUKNOlYthe leeIing: you too a book, ~ grabs you, and J'OO want to read more by lhis wonderti.l
alJlhorBUlasnasbeennotedinMa/Jirbe!ore,lI1ere'sanenormousamountofslOlJlotprinl,and
sobooksho;!scan'help,And'alsowrrtlenbylistsintl1etromolbooksappeartobealt'ingotlhe
past.'Nhalnove1scfd~ewntt?'Nherecfdashortstoryappeal?Biblioo;raphiesaretheanswel",

butthey'reusua!lyr.on;b'yexpetlsive,being~shedbyandforacademics.

Galactic Central oItel"S onesotution. Rooby Phil Step/lensen·Pa)'fll!, ~publishes "bibliographies
for lI1eavidreade(,andtlleyreaceurate,compretlensive,mallordable.Take the KeidlRoberts
onewllidllnappentohaveharntt':forl2youget33pagesotextrernelyde1ailedinlorrnat>on
covering every asped of Roberts's wen. There's deIa~s 01 the awards he's won: aB known
pseuOO1yms;when and'll11ere ead1 01 his 121 short stonesappeare<l rJlCludng repnnts in
anthotogieSefc.):everyfidlonbookROOerts~p.iblishedfincludng!oreigneabons,coIie<:tion

contents and so on); t1formalion on Imed stories and seties;a section on poems, soogs and plays
non-flction articles: deta~s of inler.iews, {;O\If!( att,le"el"s 10 magazines: critical mes on Roberts
when and'/lhe(e reviews ot his books appeared; noIes on possibleconlusions (e.g. olher
wnlers.bookswitlltr.e same name): and muctl more. hreall)' is avery i'npressiw pieceotWOflt

PhiI,acompulerprogammel",wilbeilnownlolong-limemembers~lheBSFAasthefOUnderof

Pa~rback Parlout~ater renamed to Pa~rbadt.lnlemoandtllen merged into Vedof\ aIld Ihe
BSFA'sBusinessManagerinIhe1970s.lntht80sr.ecompiledthein'lalua~e"UKBooks·m~n

flY the American ntWs~ine Locus, and came across Gordon Benson's GaJadic Central series of
bibliograp/lles. 'fhey became partf\ers in 1tle proje<:1 until Gorcm's death in lim

On tlle rig/Tl J'001 find deta~s of a~ 1I1e biblic9aphies proOJced by Galactic Central. Format ~
Autnot (£price,last updaledj:the pri<:e simply refledS1I1elengtll. The most recent publications are
on Brian Stabrelord and Margaret St Clair (a revised elition). PtliI is o.ment/i' W«1dng on
bibliographies al Jol1n Sladell, Manly Wade Wellman (a new eOtion), Grant A1lan and Ray
Cummings



Phlfip Muldowney
(''''''I

I DlO f()T SEE any comment on the new
BritishmagazineQ1yssey.[Sony_1
lIaV8n~ seen acopy. - ChrisJ One ot the
most handsome·looking British st
magazinesthallhaveseen,withnice
eovers by Daniel Woods on issue 0 and
Jim Bums on issue 1,proclIcedon slick
paper; it even has some good stories by
Slep,enBaxterandBrianStablelord
among others. On the otIW!fhand, its
r~seclionneedsseei'lglO,andn

doesnolgiYeaverystrongideaolits
ownpersonaity.AproIessionaI
magaMe lhal starts off with ttvee pages
oIrllWSltlatadlhaYeCOOlestrai;jlt
OIAofMalriJismaybenollOOSU'eofllS
own idenlJf)' and atdence. O'le can 0I'Ity
'MShnW-~lhecasuallyrateof

newsfmagazi1es,itwilneedl

00_......"""""""
counteduplOsevenleensl-relaledtitles
on newsagenlS's/'lelYesalany one 1lITle.
mostme<iarelaledandontythe
AmericanSFAgebeirlllinlr~ently

encounlered.HasanyooefNefsef!fl
Interroneonanewsagents'stand?The
sameoklCateh22:poordistribution_
small circulalion; smallcirculalion_poor
dislribution. W.H. Smith will not put a
magazine on their shetves wilh a
ca-culationoflesslhan15,OOO.~



ARTHUR·C . (
'Ifyo~ Mvr to ask what scimct fiction is, you'll nit'tT
kncw."-Amm

ATIDtI'11NG TO DEflNE scil'llce fiction is an under
takmgalmosl3sdiffirult,th.oughnotquiteas
popular. as trying to.defme pornography.

Even thechoic(' 01 an acreptableabbreviahon has
caused heateddPbate. The older generalion of readers
and wrilersinsistson 'sf'and s<:omfully re,ects the
r~entinvention'sci-fi',se1f-t')(planatoryandunambi

guoUSlhoughilis.
Ln both pomographyand sf,the problem lies in

knowing exactly where to draw the line. Somewhere
in the literary landscape, science fictiOfl merges into
fantasy,bul the frontier between the two is as fully as
the boundary of 'tradal' images like the famous
Mandelbrot Set, As a first approximation, sf is
somethlllg thatrould posSibly happen, in the univrne
as we think we know it

MaryShelley'sFnmwl5lrin,crThtModrmPromr
lktvs is widely regarded as the prototype, romplete
with mad (or at least obsessed) scientist, using the
latest technology. Jules Veme hugely expanded the
gl'lUe with such classics as TwtII'Y ThollSQ"nd LtIIg~es

Ulldrr,IltStll,andFrom,hrfAr,h,olhtMoon-though
it would be unwlS(' to look too closely mto the
mt'Chamcs of the latter. (A /owmty '0 ,Ilt Crnlrt of tht
fArt~ is even more vulnerable to such criticism, and
not merely on geological grounds. In addition to
several hundred kilograms 01 food and other
provisions, each of Veme's intrepid explorers must
have carried at least a ton of the primitive electric
batteries they used with such abandon.) But this is
being~lyun!air;lhespirilofVeme's.storiesis

pure soence ficttoll, ~use they are (wIth a few
tongue-in-<:heekexcephons) reallSticand prarncal;
they could not have been writtro before the Age of
Steam. This places them at the opposite pole from
fantasy, which has nourished for at least three
thousand years, in worlds that do not exist and often
never could have existed. Every culture has its
favourite examples; the English ar<:hetype is Lewis
Carroll's Aliet's Mumturn in Wondtrland. Our century
has seen an unexpected revival of the genre, sparked
byJ. R. R. Tolkien's epic Tht Lord aJ thr Rings. Though
the extreme cases are easy toidentily,il is the middle
ground that is mdispute. The frontier between science
fiction and fantasy is not only ill-marked; it is also
contumallyon the move. Over the years, what once
appeared to be sciC'llce fiction can rum intofant~sy

and Vlce versa. Thus all the pre-Space Age stones of
advC'lltureson the Moon, Mars and the other worlds of
our solar system, no matter how scit'fltilically acrurate
the writers attempted to be, are now pure fantasy.
There are, alas, no ancient Martian cities or lush
Venusian jungles; NASA's space probes blew them
out of the sky. The metamorphosis from lantasy to
scienct'fiction is less common, but ronsiderably more
interesting.Thusifsomeonehadwrittenastorybefore
1938 in which the explosive power of ten thousand

tons of TNT was produced simply by banging two
pieces of metal together, that would have been pure
fantasy. Anyone with the slightest knowledge of
physics or chemistry would have known that the idea
was utterly ridirulous. But whm Asla~nding 5toriN
printed just such a tale in its March 1944 issue-to the
ronstemalionoftheFBI-itwashard-eoresf,because
uranium fission had now been disrovered. And in
August 1945,01 course, ficlion became history

To give a more bmign example, today's pocket
calrulators, holding in their memories the equivalent
of entire libraries of malhematical tables, would have
appeared utterly impossible to any pre-l950scientisl.
They provide an excellent dernonstralion 01 Oarke's
well-known Third Law: "Any sufficimtly advanced
tl'Chnology is indislinguishable from magic."

Although robots and intelligent machines have
aJwaysbeen ~ popular ingredient of sf, 00 writer (to
the best of my knowledge) ever anticipated the advent
olthe personal computer in the form that it actu~lly

materialised - not merely as a calculaling device for
specialists,butasa universal household appliance
serving a multitude of /unctions from word-proces
sing to music·making to the creation of 'artificial
realities'. This highlights a basic problem 01 science
ficlion: most of it has built-in obsolescence. Does this
mean that it is ne«'SSarily epherneral- unable to
produce works of permanent literary value?

The quick answer is that it has already done so,
though notoften;afterall,sfhasnot been around for
as long as other fonns of ficlion, nor has it had an
opportunity of being fairly judged by the literary
establisltmml. Owing to an accident of publishing,
and the innuence of one man - Hugo Gemsback,

instigator of Amazing 5tarirs (1926) and WandrrSlarirs
(1930)- for most of this ceJ1tury the genre has been
idenhfied with garish magazines, and the crudest
forms of 'pop art', Whether "Uncle Hugo's" impact on
science fiction was malign or benevolent has been
endlessJydeb.ated,but it was certainly enormous

Pre-Gemsback,anauthorrould produce a work of
imaginalive orspeculalive ficlion (yet is there really
any other kindrj without having it relegated to a
literary ghetto. Frankmsttill has already been men·
Iioned: other examples are Edgar Allan Poe's
MMellonta Tauta" (Greek for "These things are in lhe
luture~), Robert Louis Stevenson's Sllllngt G!sraJ Or
Jtkyll and Mr Hydt, BuJwer Lytton's ThtCaming Racr,
Herman Melville's"The Bell-Tower", Jack London's
"The Red One", Conan Doyle's Tht Lost World,

Rudyard Kipling's With lilt Nig~1 Mail: A SIOry oJ2iXXl
A.D. - there are countless examples of 'mainstream'
authors expanding their territory, US critic H. Bruce
Franklin has even as.serted,in the introduction to his
Fwlurt Prrf«t (1966) that -there was no major
nineteenth-century American writer of fiction, and
indeed few of the second rank, who did not write
some science fiction." But only after Gemsback did the
genre become proudly - even arrogantly - self
ronscioos, and a whole category of writers hegan to
specialise in the field, Many of them wrote virtually
nothing but sf, which appeared only in cheap
magazines or, if they were lucky, in limitededilions
from one-man publishing houses. (Though this
seldom brought them much benefit; lean recall my
agent attempling, in vain,toextract a few dollars lrom
one such publisher - whose books today change
hands at four.figure prices,)

ASPECTS,OP,SCIEN



CE'PICTION

CLARKE
The widespread popular awarmess - and

apprecialion-olscil'llcefiction whkh now exists is
partly due to a vast improveml'111 of literary
standards.Therearesomanyexrellentwriters-in
so many counlries- practising in the field today
lhalil is unfair to list names. Though the period
1938-47 has often been called the Golden Age of
science fiction, that age is really now. The earlier
decadewasonlygilt-bul lhe very besl gill

Yet it must be admitted that some afscience
fiction'scuJTt'l1t presligeis based on a fallacy. Sf is
not predictive: very seldom do its practilioneJS
atternpt to describe the real future-quite the
rontrary, in fact. Ray Bradbury sumrned up this
altitudeperfedly:Hldon'ttrytopredictlhefuture
- I try to prevent it.N Books slIch as Ninl1ffl1
Eighty·four ad as Early Warning Systems: Kingsley
Amis once wittily christenro them -New Maps of
Hell", They may help us to avoid certain Hells;
pmdoxkally, they are most sucressful when Ihey
beromeself·un-fulfillingprophooes.Noonewould
have been happier than Orwellto know that thl'
real world of 1984,though it still rontained rather
too many Little Big Brothers, was a much better
place than his imagined OIIe

Anti-Utopian (or Dystopian) stories have been a
major theme of science fiction, because they allow
writers the enjoyment of 'viewing with alarm' with
out suffering the fate ofCassandra, It must also be
admitted that stories devoted to Utopias would be
insufferablydull,sincebydcfinition ideal societies
would have rlimUlated all the problems and
conflicts that make for good fictiOll. Wars, rebel
lions, conspiracies are much more exciting than the
good works of benignly efficient bureaucracies, As
William Blake remarked: "Damn braces: bless
relaxes." If we ever achieve Utopia, we may relax
intoterminalbore:lom

Fortunately, science fiction writers have shown
many ways of avoiding this doom, by inventing
naturaldisasters-rangingalIthewayfromsmclly
local ones (e,g. Sakyo Komatsu's/afllrl Sinl:s(1973))
up to global and cosmic catastrophes like new Ice
Ages, asteroid bombardment, or the sun going
nova, And, of course, there are always invasions
from space, of which H. G. Wells's Tht War of lilt
Worlds remains the classic example.

Outer Space has 1000g been the most popular
venue fOf imaginative writing. and in this case
there is little doubt that fiction has helped to create
reality, All the pioneers of astronautics were
inspired by )ules Veme, and several (e.g, Goddard,
Oberth, von Braun) actually wrote fiction to
popularise their ideas. And I know from personal
experience that many US astronauts - and USSR
cosmonauts - were inspired to take up their careers
by the space travel stories they read asbo)'5. (One
of my proudest possessions is a little monograph,
Wing/m 1711 L~IJjl, bearing the inscription "To

Arthur-who visualised the nuances of lunar flying
long before I experienre:l them! - Neil
Armstrong,~)

Unfortunately, besides accelerating mankind's
emergence into space, science fiction may have
arousedexpectationsthatcannotbefulfiJled-at
leastforcenturiestocoml',Partofthepresentdisen
chantment with space travel may be due to
disappointment with the real univl'rse, as
comparedwiththeglamorousoneoffiction-and,
especially, that presented by the visual media
through such spectaUllar Clltravaganzas as Star
WQrsanditssuccessors.

Science fiction and cinema might have been
made for l'ach other; indeed, cinema once was
science fiction. The love affair between the two is
now nearly a century old; it began UI 1902 when the
French pioneer of spooal effects, Georges MehCs,
made his light-hearteel Lt VcyagtdQI15 ill LUllt, Of
the hundreds of sf movies made during the first
ha]fof this century, few indeed had any artishcor
intellectual value. Almost the only CllceptiooS are
Fritz Lang's Mttropolis (1926) and H, G. Wells's
Thillgs ID ((lmt (1936).lt is now generally agreed
that the first science fiction movie to receive
widespread critical acdaim (even from those who
didn'tlike it) was Stanley Kubrick's 2001: A Sfllct
Od'f5st1J (l968). Its success was duenol only to thl'
genius of the producer/director, but to an arodent
ofhistorythatcanneverberepeateel.2001rl'Cl'ived
its prerniere on the eve of Apollo; the first men to
fly around lhe moon had already seen it before they
lelt the Earth.

Since then, hardly a year has passed without
some major, megadollar sf production, The 'Star
Wars'trilogy, ClOSf £IlWUIlIt!"5(1fthr Third Kind,
E.T.:ThtExtrQ'rrrts'rial,Dlmt,BiIldtR~mlt'arethl'

most notable examples, but world-wide more
people have probably seen the tv series Star Trl'k
Strictly speaking, of course, almost all of these are
pure fanlasy, not science fichon, The cosmic speed
hmit set by thl' velocity of light means thatCaptaUl
Kirk cannot possibly have a new adventure every
week,inprimehme .. or can he? Perhaps Warp
Spet!d, or its equivalent, may one day be an
engineering reality. 1t seems very unlikely; but once
again we should remember how often pure fantasy
has become science fiction.

Thestage,withitsmuchmorelimitedresollrces,
cannot hope to compete with Hollywood's special
effects~perts-thoughrecentrockmusicalshave

shown what can be done, if you haVl' enough
money. It is nOl surprising. therefore, that few
playwnghts have been allracted to lhegenre;
however, among them are two of the very greatest
Shaw's Bad: '0 Mtthwsrillh: A MttabicJcgirIll
Pmla/fllch (1921) is concerned withnotking less
than human evoluhon, and ends with this typically
science-fictional glimpse of the far future: NOfLife



DESERT· ISLAND, CLARKE

-/bid

The real world is increasingly seen to
be. n01the tidy little garden ofoulrace's
childhood,buttheexlraordinary,exlrava
gasnuniverse descried by the eye of
scierlce ... Ifour3lt ... does not ex
pIore !he relations and conlingenaes
inpIicilillhegrealerWOlldinto~

we are lorci'lg our way, and does not
retledlhehopesandlearsbasedon
lheseappraisals,tIlenlhalartisadead
pretence Bul man 'Ni not tiYe
WIthout al'lln a SClefItIfic age ne 'Ni
lhereIorehaW!saenceficllon

- Hermam J. AUer,
"SaenceF/ICtJollasanEscape'

The HumallSl, '957, No 6
By dlSCOVenngthegenetKeffoosofradlilbon.
Or Muller lNdvertantly IlISJ'Lred much
soerKC fictJon, and made 'mutilllt' a modem
!Iogey-word,lnlhesameessay,bepomtedout
illlOIher yaluablesetVlretnat this type of
hteralurehasperformed:

Recent science fiction must be
accorded high cred~ for being one of
!he most active forces in slJPJXlIt of
equal oppol1\Jnities, goodwill and

co·operation among al human beings. regardess of their racial and
national origins. Its wr~ers have been practically lJnanimous ~ 1heir
adherence 10 the ideal 01 'one free world'

MlnWlaoFdllo&trth.)
TMlmpact-bothdlredandllldlrect-oIslOfltheVlSl.IiIlaltShasalsobeen

COfISldtrable TheeiU'ly pulp magazmes fostered a whole ~hOtl of
tllustRtors, of whom the best-known was~'s Iong-hme iISSOOiIle FrW:
Paul. Though often gJrish ~ dumsy by todiIy's standards, f'iluI's covers for
AIIIr.lIII met Wondtl"SUC't'eeded i1dmtrably III thftr purpose, wlud1 WiIS toateh
lhe~ofapotentWrNderilShf(veryrarriysht)hlll'TKdpastthfnewsstand

Hall iI ct'JItury later. they still have iI mtiILn naIve (~rm,. evm though Paul was
much btttl.'l" atdrawlIlg Martlans t~n hUIlllll beings.

Today's tllustTators are not only t«hnlCally filrsupeoortotharpreotl'SOn,but
h.lvelheildvMltage-ofbeulgabktobasethet.rworkonreahty_lndeed,lllIlly~\·e

beoen romlTllSSwned by NASA and tilt iIffll5pace U'ldustry to help vlSUilhse future
~(eg_lhespacestahon.lunarbases)_andooenow_profe5SlOllalpamter

(Apollo 12'sAlan llwl)has~llywaILed on the Moon.
Although It has berome sometlung of a dich~, per~ps the mosl IIIlportant

altnbuteol good r.cicncefichon - and lheone which uniquely dIStinguIShes It
from 'nuinstream' fiction - is its ilbihty 10 evoke 1111.' sense of wonder. Many years
ago, a science fiction enthusiast who also hilppened tobea NobelPriuwmncr
senlme thlsquoliltion:

()J 23 July 19n Arthur C. Clarlte was the guest on tl1e BBC
Radio 4 programme Desett Island DIscs. The eight recoofs he
cmsewere:

E1gar V""* CMcerto ilBm (Menuhi:'!, 00, EIgar) - SiIgIe

""'''''''''Grteg Piano GaIcem il Am (SOOnon, PtJIIarmorIc ~'.""""IVaughan Williams snorra AntarrtJca (lPO. Bout)
Rachmaninov Piano Concertl 3 11 Om (RacilrnanrloY,
_""'·,,,,",,,,,,,1
Richard Slrauss: Also Sptach larathusrra 121))1 themej
(Beri'l~lWJm)

Sibellus$}'rJllhony2110(PhilharmonlaQ-c:h..,vonKarajan)
Beethoven Symp/lctIy 9 il Om (Berlin f'hihannoric, von
Karajan)
Bach an Sfokowski Toccata and Fugue il Om (CZech
Philhannonic,SlokowskJl

• Clar'Ke's luxury item was a solar-powered short-wave radio,
and his book was The Golden Treasury, edited by Francis
Palgra...e

onlv there b no end. and though 01 Its nuliJon stilnY ITWISIOfIS many are empty
and lllIlly still unbwlt,and though lis vilStdomam lSasyet unbeiIrably destrt,
my 5C'ed WU onr dily fill 11 and lN9:o?I' Its INtter to ItS uttennost ronfines." A
quuterolil ct'JIturyblef,ilt the ilge-of 91,GBS was still m!efestt'd enough mtt!e
conquestofsp«etoJOlllthefJedghngBnhsllln~Sooety.BYilrunous

C'OIIlCldence, K.m Cilpet'S pUy ItU,It ilppeired iIJOWlll the Sime time as
S/Yws, but !lid iI fugmlef ~on.lheworld,Thoughupet's 'robots' WCR
not medwllal, bul orgillUC - todiIy we would all them 'mdl'Olds' - he i1dded
iIIIe5Sentl.1lwordtoilUlhflmgt.lolgesollTlilllbnd

Agood~CiIIlbelllillkforpufl"sound-rildlOoriludIOCiISSt'ttl'-olSthebest

rnedlumfor5OeflCl'ficIlon,by~vtngto~hlSlINgmiltlOn,lhf'llSlenerlSforced

10 becomeil partJapant The Il105l drilmahc dl!lnOflStBnon of tlus thesIS tool
pIxt m 1938 when <>non Wl'Iles spreild panIC through the eilstern Umted Stiltes
by shlfhng the locale of H. G. Wells's TM Wlr of lilt Worlih from f.JIgland to New,,,,,,.

Despite Its tKhmCilI hrrutilnoos, IlIe 1938 'PilI'IIC BrOildcast' is still qUIte
Impressive. Just twoytilrs later, oollis last US lecture tour, H.G. pmed Orsonon
a radio talk-sllow. It was tlleir only meetmg; listening to the friendly enrounler
betWl.'t'!l lhe two grcilt magicians is a science-fictional experience in it~lf - a
,oumey b:ack mhme to iI now,vilnlshed world

The Impact of sf on musKhilS betfl OOIlSld
crable, butlar~lyon tile popular level
movIe scores and rock groups; a mapr 'Spi!ce
Symphony' seems long overdue. (Gustav
Hoist's Tht Plmtt5, of rourw. IS orimtated
towards astrology, not astTmiIulKS, and
RIdIa.rd Strauss's Also Spradt bmlllr.sirl' was
wotten seventy years before 2001 made It
synonymous With outer spac!.l

Thefirst-andperhapsstillthebest
trUJOr compositIOn UlSplf'fd by a soeJICf

fJCbOn lTIO\'ltWilSSu ArthurBhss'sJTI¥ShC
nUl.!'" to e- swte (1936), W1tlll!s mspmng
"Wluchwlllt!ltrfin.Jle,pIayt'dbyafuU
symphony orchestra Twt'I'Ity)'t'MSbter, tilt
soundlfilcLolFettmdJmPkIltl(I956)llIiIdea
ITliljOfbreilLthroughWlthloulSandllebe
Barren's 'eiedronK tonahhes' - a name
cleverly chosen by MGM's lawyers to aVOId
trouble With lhe MuslCian's Uruon,
undl'l'Standably ront:mled that rust two
ptoplerould not only rompose but create an
enhremovlesrore,Thissmallrippleheralded
the wave of the future, and theadve1l1 of the
now ubiquitous musIc synthesiser

PUlk F10yd was perhaps the best known 01 the innumerable groups inspired by
sf themes; individual composers include Vangelis, Wendy Carlos. ilI'Id
Jean-MlChel jarTt'. Sting and David Bowie lIave not only written and performed
sf·related songs, but ~ve acted in Importillll soen~ fiction movies (D,mt, 17rt

Arthur C. ClarktoulsK:lethe MGM stlJdlosal Culver City Cahfomiaon 16 May 1968



That. I tlunk.lSinevJlabIe.Anyonewhoreadstlusfonnolhtl'Rlurl'mustqwckJy
~iltst the ilbsurdlly of ITWIkmd's presmt triJyl dJvtSO\S. Soence fictlm
mcouJiIges the rosmx: VleWplMI; perha.ps tIus IS why I1 is not popuUr among
~hterarypundJtswhoh.JvtlYWl'qwte~thtCopenuc:anm'lJluhon.

IlOJgro'o'T1used IothtKleit/l;ltll'Wlmaynotbe'thehlghestfonnolllfeUltht
Unlvt'fSoe. The sooner such people complete thelreducahon. md re-onenlite
lhemselves to the astnlnoml('il reihhes, the bdter. And 5CIel'\(f ficbon IS one of
themostefftctJvetooLsforthlSurgmt,oo.

For It lS,pre-t>minently, the Iiteratureofchange-and change IS thecmly thing
of whIch we can be certain today, thanks to the continuing and ao:elerahng
sClt'ntific revolution. What SCIence fiction writers call 'mainstream literature'
usuaHy pamls a static picture of society, presenting, as 11 were, a snapshot of 11,

frozen it one moment lfIllme. S(l('ll(t fiction, on the ocher hand, assumes lhallhe
futurewlllbeprofOWldJydlffl'rnltfromthepasl-lhoughltdoesnot,asaJreitdy
poutted OUl,attempt 10 predlCt the fuhrf' UI detail. Such a feit IS unposslble, ind
lhe OCQSlOIl3I direct lilts of Wells md other wnlers ue the mu.lt of Iud as much
iSludgemenl.

But by mappmg DUt possible fulurl', as well asi good lNny impossibltones.
lhe 5CJt'I'lI.'e fictJm wntel' an do i great service 10 the commwuly. He enctlIIf'iges
UlIus rems fIexlblllly of rrnnd. readlJlt'SS ItI~ and evtn wekome dwIge
Uloneword,.,;Iaptabihly.PerhapsooittnbulelSmoreunporUntUlthi<iige.The
dll'lOSiurs dISappeared beause lhey could not .,;Iipt 10 their dtangUlg
t'fI\fIf'Onmer11. We shall dISappear If we cannot .,;lap! to m ellVlronment whICh
now rontams sparestups, computers - and thermonuclear weapons.

NOlhlng could be more ndlrulous, tllerefore, than Ihe acrusahon somehmes
madeagamsl science fictlDn thal It is merely 'escap1sl'. That charge can indeed be
madeagamst much fantasy -but so what? There are times (this century has
provided a more than ample supply) when some form of escape is essential, and
any art fonn Ihat supplies it is not to be despised. And asc. S. Lewis (crealorof
both superb SCIence fiction and fantasy) Dna:' remarked to me: -Who are Ihe
people most opposed 10 escapISm? JaiJers!" Chilrles Snow ended his famous
essay "Soence and Governmenl- by stressutg the vltallmportilnce of -the gift of
foteslghl~ He poutted OI.ItlNI men often have WISdom WIthout possesstn8
foreSlghtSc1mcefietJon~donemuchloredres.stheb.lbnct.Eventfltswnlers

do not always posses.s wtSdorn. lhebestDnl.'Shilvfrert.utIypossosed foreslghl
And thilt 1S,Ill even grNter gIft from tM Gods.

'Ttlsartidewas~.ns.n"I99lkr""Japlnlselllilimutle

~&.Cnca.T!IIl$ibh~""'~.-'1.lyflri:sIo:AIltU"ClIrU'sIlIdAngieEdwardsolRodler:Nlist'q:a1dlOh
SoencelSocieryPicUeL.loyIt.. SciI!JnoelUun....~
• FOOTEROOOTESd'lISwnen,oI cn.rse. albJAIltU"C. Qarb.1.tlnr fttaQn

"aft WIIlam RotJler's bookuslqur:tes, 5aenceFGi:niJrnlfGiUSniII.l995):
JalIy.IWlerOedreoer1ly',sowehonol.l"txJlhtwllandCllrU.I.lyIhrisIoRogef
RobinsonkrbrJ9lghsbooklorny.ttrion.fCtmI

. BRlAN· ALDISS'

rm happy 10 send regards to Mhur via Ma&1X. ArlI1.... is enjoyng a bng and
sua:essfulcafeer, I read his early stones and hIS ExpIotation 01 Space on
public:ation,andhavebeenrealinghimeversince.lsupposethatontythe
greal H. G. Wells himset1 has evl!f had sudl a SlICCessM career as an si
writer and become so well known - although one should no! mention Itlis in
Anhur's presence in case ~ makes him egotistical, However, to achieve
such widespread recognrtkln today is mOfe remarkable than in Welis'Slime:
the world's populalkln has more than tripled since the lurnot the century,
and reputations lend to towards the meleone -lhey bum out and fall. Nol so
Althur's

AnotIler much appreciated featufe 01 the Althunan personali1y IS that he
has achieved gurudom witIlout fenourw:ing saence fiction.

Greetings, dear Arthur, and Many Happy Returnsl
-&an

. STEPHEN . BAXTER .

My bitltlday lribute 10 Anhur is aa:jabofative story we wrole logett1er (by
email) called 'The Wire ContinlllJm'. This wiI appear in the January, 1988
Playboy,!O appear in December 1997: the ~me or Anhur's 80ttt birthday, the
60th anniversary oflhe earliest Clarke story I read,called'Travel By Wire'
(trom which 'The Wire Continuum' derives), an<!. ot Ieasl importance, my
own 40th birthday,

I've been reading and relishing Clarke an myaduh ~fe, and his inMuence
on my work isnl hard 10 delect, Congratulations, Arthur, and here's to the
century!

. KEN .MACLEOD .

- But kxal that they may ell\?' us. basldn9 in the btiglttaflelgfow of
Creation; for we knew the I.ktiverse when it was young.

'MIen Iwas young, $Ill blundering in the dim glow 01 Crealionism, Arthor C
Clarke's was a voice tram the sky, My closed mind was already being
assailed by scier.ce and science fiction, but ~was his voice - scephcal and
humar.e, secular and humanist, scientific and ptopl\etic- that finally bfOke
through the janvning and the wirldow and the white noise. A very British,
very English voise, a voice ollree ltlought and common sense which could
rise, when the occaSlOl'l demanded, to words - stil, simple, unptetentious
words,ikeyou'dlindinBlakeandBunyanandtheBi:lle-wtichc:ouldseod
astWetdaMlyour baclt

hmeanlthec«yandthe stars, and chiktlood's end,
Happybi'lhclay,ArttuC,Qa:rke!

-K<n

. !AN .WATSON·

Ican remember vivdy a schoo"riend Iendiog me a copy of Childhood's End
when I was IS, and the impact ~ had on me. Jump forward to February
1997, and I'm sining lapping away like a computer-woodpecker when I
realivea pIlone call from Sri Lanka.

Anhur has juS! read my s!ory 'Nanunculus' in Inteaone and wonders if I
can provide chapter and verse rorthe assertion that Jesus was cruciIied on
a~ pole, wiihout cross·beam. Anh.... is a bit bothered ltlat stem words
in 3001: T1leFnalO1Jsseyabout religion as a form 01 psychopathoklgy al
oddswilhrealciviisalJonrrightcaosethectlurchtodedareafarwaoohm.

-"''''''''may"""""''''_.(Stem words. yes: even id!JIant ones - but not strident. He IS klo
good-naturedtorlhal)

How remarkable lhat he finds lime and energy, atTidsl aI e1se,to be
reading stories in Inleaotte. How remarbble lhal a book written in hIS Iale
seventies is such a page·turnet, M 01 urgenl heafHeltWlsdom.

-/an
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John Grant
an his and Ran Tiner's

The Encyclopedia of
Fantasy and Science Fiction

Art Techniques

SOMELmUTlMEACO,dUnngOlleOflhoserareoases
ofpea~thalocrurredinthemidslofmyworkon

ThtEllcyrl~ptdirlofFal1'IISY. IW3sphonedbyanold
friend of mine, a senior editor at Quarto, the packaging
company. Would lbeinleresled in writing an enrydo
pediacoveringthetechniquesoffantasyart?

No, Isaid. I'm not competent to do this. However, my
friend lhe illustrator Ron Tiner, who Jives aboul a mile
away, is a good writer and would be perfectly capable
.. , only I know that he's busy at the moment writing
countlessenlriesforThtEncydoptdillofFQlllasy.

Yikes, said Kate. Anyone else you can think oP
Notoffhand,lsaid.LetmegiveRonanngand l'Ilsee

ifhecan rerommend someone.
So I rang Ron and sometime during lheronversahon

we realised that, between us, we had the apertise 10
createthebook,andlhalilwasonewebolhverymuch
wanted to create, Allhough ourapproachestothesubject
are distinctJy sktwed from each other-hesees the field
from an illustrator's viewpoint wltile I see it from a
writer's and consumer's viewpoint - oddly enough we
come to similar conclusions. Fantasyart,i/done well,is
generally a narrative form: within lhe genre, what mIght
seem nothing more lhan a Sialic image is in fact telling a
story. True, that story may havea btjJrtand an~fttTthat

lhe viewer has to fill in forherself/hirnself, bul none
lheless lhe e1emenl of story is there. Moreover, we bolh
agreed that the most important part of fantasy art is not,
as one mighl expect,theledtnical niftiness of the artist
but her/his ability to conceptualise lhe id(ll5 of fantasy
In both respects, there is a surprisingly small gap be
tween the fantasy artist and the fanlasy writer; I doubt
there is another genre of which the same could be said

Fantasy and sf writers are stereotypically asked where
they get their crazy ideas from. Fantasy and sf artists are
often subjected to the same question

Of course, this should have been thU/lderingly
obvious 10 us from the start. Ron and I frequently talk
about the WQrk we're each doing. and the lerminology

The author of lhisarticle,beller known to friends as
Paul BarMitt, has recently become the Corn·
missioning Edtor 0' Paper T'ger. Atter serving as
Technical Editor on The Encyclopedia of SCience
Ftcfionheco-ediled,withJohnClute, TheEncyclo
pedia of Fantasy. The new edition 01 his Encydo
pedia of Wait Disney'S Animated Characters has
jlJstbeen pul)'ished. and stlo.1lythere will be a
papefbacXre·re~aseot Ron Tlner's Figure Draw
ing Wilhout a Modet, Roo, a Contributing Editor 00
The EncydopediaofFantasy. is to be Artist Guest
0' Honour at the 1999 Eastercon, Reconvene in
U",,,pOO.
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COUlllthenumberolt1lMS I used four-1etter words wh11e
ellplammgtoRonlllat he wasJUSl a bIoodyartlSl and I
was, you know, a _J~IfIII" Qwte often he and I had to
go and llive a rup ol tea togf'ther m order ro c.lm
ourselves down

It was. fntrldshlp-stnllllJlgexpenence
When the bool was finally pubhshed,weboth had

the usual ordeal fOIl have.',-rnl frm71rdly wrmrh
apartlhepffy-bagcontalTllTlglheadvancecoples:the
moment you start looklllg al one. you spot a rrustakeon
the firsl page you opell,Fortunately,therearen'tall that
many mistakes. and we're fairly proud of the fmal result
Thisathtude has been bolstered by the kmdness of thc
book's revIewers. One day 10'1"11 do It all agam and 10'1"11

do Jl better, but for the moment we'repleased that Tht
Enrydoptdl//l'I[FgnlflygnJ SotrICt FrcllOfl All T«hlllqul'S
servesasa respectable iddendum to ThtEJlI:yrlo/rdlllllr
FllllA5y.

we any
sense we'd
havel1lSlSted

from the start ~:~~~e!~~~~~;~~IhateatherRonde-
SIgn the book or that
weca1linON'olthevar- ~
IOUSdl'Slgn('l"Sweboth~

~hm/;wouJdh.aveworkedout

9SleJbdwebeen~toQ\volvtthe

deslgnerfromthewordl:O-sothals/he~athrnl

member ollhe team, as I1 wen>
We I:O!:our way cnmost IhUlgs The book conta1nS

et'lOOi that were not of our maltng. and there are
OrmSSlOOSlhat we would havegl.ldly seen notCJmlnro
(On one spread we were asled to cut 45 hnes. When I
protested thal this was. dCSlgn problem ralher than an
edltonal one, Kateagreed Our designer did hIS best He
revamped the two pages and told us that now we h;wl to
cut only 43 lines.)

The mostllme-cmsuming part of the book concerned
the captions, which prroably conslilute about fifty per
rent of thelext, The main text involved Ronproducing
noleswhich lexpanded,chudinglIl Ideas of my own;
we argued hardly at all. For the extended capllons,
however, we derided to work together, with me at the
computer and Ron!ooklllg at the pictures. I cannot rounl
the number olllmes Ron used four-letter words when
trymg to beat mto the hud of this dimWIt wnter what
was unportant about a pamcular dlustr.lllOO.l cannot

eo..tesydTltlnBoob ..
IlawlllOcopie:sotThtEncydo
pedi 01 Faowy IIId SonlI
FICIIOnMT~*,gM

1WaT.1ltll1tIf12.99NdI.WIit
,. _ ot"Jom Gtatlrs'

~het\:wJt~'fIO$I'
calIiwilh)OlEnamtandadltl$$
and SMd~" 1./a11lJ. 9 9Hdt
IttlOd Col.rl. fWI 8etdJt¥ood
Gro>'e,L•. We:s'YoOO"LS4
2HSklarriveby28Janl998

Artwork by

Ruby

we use IS identical. He tells me when my writing is vis
uallynafforvlSuallyfine,and lretumlhecomplimenl
by telhng hlffi when (as lS usual) a pLctureof his has Ihe Had
narrative dnve that distingUlShes it from the dull
outpounngsofloomanyotherartJSts.

Take the ugument a lllt~ further. Arnuch-ntgleded
asp«t 01 fantasy art LS1I1UNhon.. HereconreptuahSilIlon
and unagwhOll are lhe~t COlISldeBtMIn$, and
olt'OWSewrNbonbyltsverynat1lrr'lwto~a

narnhvtlonn.
H.1ng on a ll'llI'Iu~, I said 10 Ran.. these KIas ut

~lghlly 0001. I.d me nng )o/m Quit 10 set if we're

"""-So I rang John. He IJJIJtll1dlately SilW thr poml and
lRSISledt~Ron.,.,;lllOOlfJlOf·letheoverallnotlon

11110 the VillOUS entnes we were wnllng for Tht
E~.D{f'JI~'I

And sol rang IUIt back saymg.. belwetn the two of us
RonandlcouldlNU'ltusagroundbreaklllgbc:Jcl..

Ylppee.she s.Jld.
Thlllgs were not enhrely smooth after tllal. Kaltdld

not herself tal.eon the role ofedihng thebook,msteld
famung out lhe text to a copy-edilor who dearly knew
nl'l'art techniques but did nol have a feel for what we
wl.'l'twritingabout Luckily Kateallowro us to reinstare
the things we thought were important, Our original
designer, an expert m the field, left Quarto within about
three weeks of our starting 10 write, and we found
o~lves worklllg with someone else who, while
doubtlessexcellentUlotherspheres,agallldldn'tlnlly
undemand f.nt.JSyart. Since ROIl IS a good deS!gner
when he's not t11ustr.ll1ngand lcando theJObon the rm
OC'CastmSwhenlhaveto,lherewereobvlOUSfnctlons.

LOOKING
BACK

Iy unrdated scenes and chaooers bMg mtrodurn.:l
llusoperungep!SDdereqwredpa~andptr.it'\"I'f

ance. whx:h was rewarded Ul the S«md epoode,
"fJld8,wherethe~chalXlenandthemcsmtrodu

ced m thtfirstbecamecohesJ.l'tand rhought-provokmg
AddlbonaUy, the scenes b«atM longer as the play pr&
gressed. At first they were short, Ulrroduon/;I wealthol
phiIo5ophJcal.sooologKilandrebgKIUSthemes-forell·
ampl!", women are no 1on!:Cf iblt to f(lf'IreIve, PSI
powenare fuUyexplollled and chIldren's untapped pow
en are used to the full. Some themes are pKled up
again later, and some are abandoned. The overall theme
of the play, the Overlords' power and control over the
exceplional children whose reanng they 10'111 supervise,
is made all the more powerful with this use of short
srenes from various viewpoints. and sound-bites. A
mother's confession that her children scare her was
partirularlydf«tlve.

Production values were high and there WiS a large

reviewed by ellen cheshire
CItirootftEnd-AlIIpledinlWOparlSbyTcnyl.uloln:l
icmtherJllY'lbyMuC CIarkI.Dn!aedbylNllqlHl
CaS! ss-. PICIIY (JIn). Phip Voss (Stor!r9...j. Pit. JIItrIy
(Kar....j88CAado4.2x6Q1wls,2&91ioYelr1ber1997
BIlCRAoIo4's·Oas.sJcSenal'sIotonSundayaftl.'fTlOOnS
lSusualy reserved for great 191hcenturydaSSlcs. There
fore It was a pleasant and reireshmg surpnse to.see
ArthurC. Clarke's Orildlroool'l End scheduled In thIs slot,
broadcast as part of C1arke's SOth birthday celebrations.

The first part,enlltlro "Beginning",locusedon the
world at war and the arrival of the Overlords, and 1
found Ihe fragmented storytellmg tethlllquesomewhat
dISDnenllngandovmy-<oofuSlJlgatfirst,wlth5e'emlng-

CHILDHOOD'S END
-----------------radio

casl Du'ectorBnanLJghlhill(whoalsodu'l'cted~l.t"s

5rl",.b~SlUlJ.1JlUaryttusyear)8U'eJallydldl

good JOb of balannng the t!lemes and perforrnances But
d1MoJder de(llUtlDI\ was lost m the play's style, whKh
dId affect my tnlO}11lftlt. The sound efftcts wt'r\'

eff«tlYe, and thanUullyonJyused when reqtured to
add 10 Iht atmosphere, notJIISt as clever stunlS III
themselves. Much ol the atmosphere was mated by Jelf
Mearn's mUSK, whICh was excellent from the opMlIlg
bars of the sllmng and powerful mtroduC1Dry mUSIC,
you knew that thIS wasgOll\g to be sproaL The fully
orchestTatedscoreconllnUl'dthrouglloutand was often
used tounderpm and enhance a scen's moods to greater
effect than isoflen therascon radio

All III all then. a startlingly effl'(live P"~Cl.' of broad
castmg rt'qulring more than one llslenmg to fully
appreriate. This m Itself IS unique, as many Radio 4
playsartephemeral-oncehstened totheyarcoftf.'Il
qUKklyandtisdyforgotten -CEllfflOtshltfl997



~'Ia-----------DAYE LANGFORD

Thu dostIy rtStIftlJln my G~aI ofHOfWlIf IlIlk., /Iltmrrnliun, lilt 1997 UK
£llslfrom, Thm 11ft diffrmrus, broillSt (11) 11lriollS lII5t·mill~lt wibbW ckIIllgtS
r.ullishtll illto tht mists ofhillory whtn - inll'tpillS with IMlnulilOllsoftM MlIII'
(Mdplu Hotd,lil~) - my print'Olll WI/$ lllbstqlltn/ly /os/ or lloltn; (h) f'lJt
raloud. {rwmls (Ill U1Vlns 10 lOOmtsll!loullms,h IIlld sptrIbMIIY: (cl. ro~pit of
tgrtgIQlISlI~trl",*glrIsQCTtpfln

C1rrII"cMllgtIttlsClfft/llIIyN4/lrmJfllldr Su """,thslljlntlllllllll_dtln'l'rt'l1
Wrr""'" danJ. rd boMt IIIlI cwrrspt.lflJrd 1l'l/1I11s111~ lQ'I' IImrly ~Tllllnd

!w:r.........r/lm 11 -'ItIIIlllr ofllTITI jR 1S5111':' "'Odyssey JfIIIgrJIltJ. Btstdtl 11M3'
ASlIlIIlfry ,lIIltwrrlri(, wgr 1ttItl. COIlSlTltNlk stIlst offull: If IllIffl' so $lIly ti

tormsorIMIIIIk'srollpltO!mrlJillgullIrm.//II$IblllDlIisgllosllllllllldrrlllmlll
llllg11 moclmgjillgt'III IlltllllJmy ,·""',LUlJru.50 llitrrthrys11y.-DRl

HEtW There a~ a few ttungs about IIus cmvmllon that male me fftI old.
llus mommg. fot example, I dl5COvend that WIth ludeous crudty my hotd
bathroom has been fitted WIth a nurror. It wasn't a pretty Sight Even mOT!'

sou]·seanng 15 the reahsallon that Intervention marks the 21st anniversary of the
Easterronat which I handed out my first si fanzme. You know how It is: you dabble
fOl" a !rnle M, thmktng you can give It up any tune you liltI', and then one Good
Fnday you wake up all grey·twred to find worned doctors Idling you that your
pubhslled falWIlE' COWIt has~ the dangerous leW of 285, whICh by an
uncannY~lSthenumberolyourremarrungbntncdls.

So I wanted to tallc about the hrwnes that midI' an unpressKln on me bad m the
70s and nrly Ills - a sort of 10661l1d 1tJ/1JlI11ustory DI ,he bles wluch thow285
sUJV\vmg bram reUs can remember. After all I doubt that even the great Harlan
E111SOll ever wrote a more memorable sentenre than hIS f~mous fannne example,
which dISpassionately sums up a 1953 fan feud'

The Mad Dogs have Kneed us in Itle groin, they've rubbed dirt in our eyes and
rabbit·punched their way to a first·round decision.

-PSYr:hOtiC'S,1953
You've probably guessed thilt I tend to forgtt all the lustoncally Important 5tuif ID

favour of what made me laugh ... such~ the wnllngS of a now ~lmost forgotten fan
whose namtuscdtobe.thousehoklword ltroyKettIe

ant problem with fanzmt humour IS that il tends to be tughly loptorJ Few
example, there was once a hmt wht'n the Bnhsh SF Associ.thon was ID a S1~te of
coIlaps.tandfai1mgtosendoutanyl1t.1rhngs-lspnlbt'"Ynlprdl~·JasllUallonwhrch

could not possibly happen under the pr('St'llt managemt'llt - and Leroy Kettle'S
fanzineTr~(RJitdllly ran an ad for the BSFA,oT BromlcySllent Farhng Assooallon
Motto: 'Jom now, and we promrse you won't he~T anything from 115'

Nr.nNdI/lfS' of course, tht semce offered by the BSFA IS not 10 be sruffed at On a
Slmilarlevdolgood taste wm'lhe htlltspact'-fillerquotallons I..eroy used to put Ill,

bketbeWlSlfuJbne'wherehavtalllhtbtan-budsgmt?(kJngtune~)'

II was Trw R6t that mspued tbe news-n'Wlglmg techniques wltidl wm J~ter

brought toa new low In my own newsletter AIISil:W. Here's tbe reporIof.tn aspmng
young novelist's first tnumph:

At last, yes, finally, Rob HoIdstock Ilas l\ad an offer 101" his novel So Many
Readers If's Fa/ling To Bits. Robert Hale and Rob's agents Tenper, Cent and
Mome, have agreed on a sum of t100. Rob is still struggling to find the
money, -TflJeRa/5,1975

TrutJUt'sfineslhourmvolvedtheonlydefirubonolsiwltidll'veever!leeniblelO
remember, supposedly wnlte\ by Peter NIChoIIs - the AUSlfaJian si pundll whose
awt'5Oll'l(' mteUect was ovmhidowed only by tht vastnes5 DlIus ego, tus beard and
his betr-gul. The pi«tbtsan. 'You'D ntVft" ~ppnritltSci Fi IIfIhI you re~ tlus
unbmev.tbltcritic.:andthtnlaundledJfltothc5OlidlyacadenucdefinihOn:

Sci-fi can be succinctly delinedas speculation,wtletherbasedon established
scientific facts or on logical pseudo-facts coosistent wiltlltle framework o! the
fiction in question, invoMng smelly green pim~y aliens furiously faPlng or
eating, 01' both, beaull!ul naked bare·breasled chicks, covenng them in slime,
red, OOZing, IMng slime, Qibbling from every hOl'nlic OI'rIlce, squeeZing out
between bullous pulpy lips onto the sensoous velvety SUl 01 the wntfw1g
sweaoog s1a~' theu" bolies cut and bruised by krIotted wtllPS braldshed
bygl3ll1 tbldvast-blcepedardoids caledSinon, andwrmen lFllhe Gochic
mode, -TroeRatl,1976

BUI Pder N"KhoIlsdldn't usually wntequlle ilkI' that. Iadnured the way the IfTllatmg
sod could be funny even when writing solid cntiosm for the SF FoundalJon's
heaVYweight fOllndlltion, whK:h back m 1972 was a lot more Irke a fanzrne than il is
now. Here's Peter reviewmg tarry Niven's Ringu:(lrld with hiS famous smart·arsc
mode engaged:

Some 01 yotJ may not be lamiliar with that famous wor1I entitled A Reference
Book of Planetary and Gafactic Crilalions tor /he Use of Saence FICl10II
Writet5.ltwasacunperxiJmJohn W. CampbeI.kWOlkeduplrool SpengIer,
Toynbee, and The CtWJ's WonciY Book of WOIi1 fist:Ny. Campbelllad the
rri{copy,andhe used to lend it 10 his v«iters. ~andHenerl used to
swapilbadcNardsandlorwardsalthetime;AIlredBesterallJklon~geIho1d

01 it tW.ce. There's a nasty story thal A. E.van Vogt tladilxefoxed, buthrs
secretary made a mistake and xeroxed a Superman comic in place ot Chapter
6. An'fNay it came out ali right, because he never noticed. Poor old Jim BHsh
coukln1 get hokl 01 it when he needed it,so he had 10 lead Spengierillhe
OngrnaJ,tolhe ultimate confusion 01 the lans.

The rurJlOllf is that Fled PohI has the book now, but he IS more caubolts
about who he lends ft 10 ButhelikedlarryNivenandleflt.lohim,andlarry
lOOk the RIlQWOfId cMlisatoos Iroolthe chapter caIecI "The Oedine 01
Ted1noaacy 11110 Supet'StlboUs TriraIsm". He made a lew mslakes, but Fntz
Leiber and Waiter MiIer tlad saawled so many anoota!lons all OYer the
margifls arKlbetween the lines thal he can hartty be blamed.

-Founda!JOn2,1972



When I~ rt~ ttus 1I'I19'n I was not as sensible as I am now, and fel'Vently
wt5ht'd that Icould get a looL at John W CampbeU'slegaxlary guIdebook.. But after
a while, somethlllg dawned on me .... What was annO}'lllg about Nlcholls was that
henotonlywrotewlttyhtCl1tstuff-well,that was his job-but heal50trespassed
on the terntory that I fanCled,by dOlllg fal\1Uleronvention reports. The bastard.

The time was 1975, the Eastercoovenhon was Searon {whIch was supposed to be
III Bnghton but had moved to that wdl-known seaside resort Coventry), and I was
mU rowmng on the SIdelines oIlhf _action afr.lld 01 bemg destroyed by a smgle
rruslung Iool: from famous ptople IILe James BI1sh. John Brunner, Harry Hamson
orI.eroyKettle.fueventtooLplarellltlltpas.hestandmo5lfreshJydetOrated
hotel any Bnh5/l con had known - at least until 1987 III BnghlOn, wheR they
helpfully did the reda-orahon wlule the WorIdcoo was iKtually happerung ...
MeanwhIle, the Searon '75 hold m1ovahOOS had Peter Nicholls Cl1l\grng from all
hurnan contact, Just hLe me, but fora dtffem1t rea50n:

What must have kxlked like the standard lannish paranoia. most familiar 01
all sI syndromes, ~~ rooted in the know1edge thal I hada slatic charge of
hall a rtWhon volts inside me. So cid everyone else. It was the rl}'Ion carpelS
and • condlIonng. My first contad wit! an attractive woman af the con had
resulted 11 aaadclng bkIe spar1l: vftn OUfhancls touched. 'Cor, rmal '9It
here: I thought, haWJg read about mat lisI eIectnc cornaa many lines 11 my
lol't'OUnte Woman's Magazllt. I wa5l11 dsenchanted unlit the same thing
happened ¥Itlen [shook hands with Bob Shaw.

-'The Greal Seacon Freak-Qrt', WrilldedShtew4,I975

The main thlllg I learned from reler was that whm you're stealing other people's
stuf{ -lUst asl"m doing today - you might as well steal the be5t. His summary of the
5earon 75 convmtlOr\ e~penmce Illustrated thiS by sWIping bIts from that classIC of
early fanwntmg. Thr Dwrllte-dy:

I began to walk spralilg down IhestallS WrthfNerysuc:ceSSM!Jancing~

was ike enleMg a yet more IlWatdcvcle of Dante's tiel. Thecwded!he
ctu'*ardswaslolowedbyaCl"dedlfnbo,wherea~neofanstrudged

IlpaSSM!arcles,seekngawayouttolhegrealunreachableroompanyll
the sky,whlch no one could locate. TheneXl circle was lhe cme 01 the
sIee~. PICktng my way ~rough them, [spiralled down thrOUgh th~ circle 0'
!tie 'al,led gambl~rs, commiserating WIth one another about the dtfflCUlty 0'
fllllr;g Inside straights. FUr1her down was the Clrcle of the lost They sat,
unreachable iltheirdesolation, crooningto thernselves,·1 need a woman:
I·· .] I feared 10 descend 10 the IowesI of allhe circles, haH-expecting to
meel Ihe homed one twnselI, Ilaunches sunk III ice, erdessly chewing on"''''''-''''''_-''''''''''',"-,.",y. -{/l>d}

Ntwcomers IOdltacrurstd cudesol Bnh5/ls1 poIllJc5 m.lyneed tobttold that
GeorgeHaymort'orless~atedlheScienetFIctIonFotmdation-a1thoughhewas

veryqudlydethronedbyapalil«coup.involvlllgsorneonecalledNichoIls.George
saw the Foundatlon as a group of s1an-hke sf intellectuals which, when the aliens
finally. descend to male contact with E.Jrthly C1V1hsatlon, would provide them with
hke-mlllded people to chat to. Meanwhile, heal50 hoped to finanetthe Foundatioo's
growth to world dommation by taLlIlg out lucratIVe patents on the bnght Ideas
developed by si wnters who were too un....'Cll'ldly to explrntthem rommeroally _
Ideas Ille time mKfunes, anhgr.vlty and faster·than.tlghtlTavel Setpbcal fans INV
mod. but lhe word IS thatGforgeused Isaac A5lrnov's psydloIustory to predlCl tha't
lI'Il' day hIS foundation would be taken over by aGldenucs who would fill lIS
INgazme WIth essays <:alled 'Some I..esser Known Aspects of EighleetttK:entury
Utopwt FabuL:ll1Ol1 Ul Albarua', And so George set up a Second Foundation althe
other end of fandorn, wluch will one day reveal Itself and astol\lsh usall

But I was talklllg about fanzines. Some people tend to dmounce them as
Impenetrably esoteric and in-groupish, unless they're entirely full of sf reviews and
amateur fiction, Myself, I was fascinated by the chatter about sf people - whIch
didn't seem any more lfl'eIevant than tilt go55Jp COIUlMS m newspapers or Prmtu
Eyt,andwasoftenalotfunruer

Who, I asled myself, W.tS tIus obscuno Iibr.lnan Malcolm Edwards who w.tS de
smbed as havmg a baby-bcfd and owlish .ppear.mce that COl'lmIed ruthless, m·
flIR'"bwIdmg amblllOO~ As thf sa)'lllg goes. all knowledge IS mfanzmes: Malrolm is
now rwuung HarperColhns UK Wllh a rod of lfIln. while I still can't remember
whelher it was Kettle or John Brosnan who christened lum 'le Pent Mal'. Speakmg
of Brosnan, you had to know that he once had a MorbId Growth on his nose to
understand why his scurrilous lanzine was called Big Salb, or indeed why Malrolm
suggested he should rut his nose off and mter the convention masquerade as
MlcMel MoorrocL's A Cllrr", Una-r. Agalll. was it true whatthr fanzines dauned
about Rob HoIdstod's irnrnense senW prowess? He will tut me if I say another
word. or eYen menbon that UI In me conven!lOa'S 'Faruush Fortunes' poll lhr top
SCOn'I"S as "Tallest Fan·llIduded 'Rob HoIdstod Iymg down: Meanwhile.- who was
IIus mysteMUS power behind tilt SCftleS, known to fallible humanity only as 'Greg
MersgiJl? Fnendsrushed tO~VlSeme,forthesakeolmyhealth,not to ask.

Indeed, there are people who actively duln't .....antto know about fandom, There
was a magical moment at the 1979 Worldcon In Bnghton, whm that man Nlcholls

toed to lure famous cntIC John aute mto havlTI8 desperate fun at a room pm)'
somewhere upstalfS:

elute brided, but loIlowed, only to lib completely at mountlllg the Stairs. I
grabbed his arm, but he backed away, his lace a mask of panIC, "'vVhal's
wrong, John?"·1 don't wan/to be a 'an: he wailed, in absolutely stricken
tones. God knows what lkeadlulll'lltlation rites tie was envisaging.

--TheRegencyBuckSlopsHere",Drilkjis5,1980

But I mysclffanoedJOUlITI8 Ihlodub,and sol produced a first solo fM\Zllle whtdl
was pretty ternilk-. Part 01 the problem was the hllt, carefully chosen to be
llJ\possible to pronounet: Td/-Ddll, whKh IS very bold Welsh md - to the
dlSilppomtment 01 fnends who'd been hopmg for some Iudeous obsceruty - merely
meansBIad Hole. By the hme of the 5e(OlId lS5ue, I'd bved through the appalling
1976EasterconandbeguntodabblewllhlhedangeroustethnKiueofsarcasm:

I loundtlte convention in Manchester very interesting but a little surprising.
There were many interesting Science·FlCtion events such as the BSFA
Annual General Meetirlg, but few at the anendees seemed to take them
seriously. In lact some people seemed to spend aD lhelr time in the bai, and
Ithllk ~ would a good Idea if this were closed dumg progarrvne items al
Iutureconventions,Tocon\lRLlerrtycomplalllts,IheGoestofHonour[Robert
Stlverberg] cid not: speak about Saence FICtJOI'l as I expected, but IlSlead
lead some odd expenmental (teralUre (<:alled Dyrng 'nslJtj ¥Itldl was very
<isappotnllng. And tk Roben Shaw's saenlitic talk was compIelety spoih by
antiSOCIal people who laoghedal an his proposals. - TwI·Ddu2. 1976

Everslllcethen,inhu~dredsoffan~epieces,l'vebeenrontllluingtostrugglefor

cheap laughs. Irspartirularlysallsfymgwhmyoucan sneak a senous POlllt past
people's guard by, er, lubn<:atmg It WIth humour, so II goes deeper and stKb m the
haplessruder'snund-1LLtRandalIJarreUmaking.petlNnentpomtaboulrnlics
by blandly definmg the novel as: 'A prose wort 01 some length that has somethmg
wrong WIth It:

Spealong oIcnbcs. when I Yf"f'{nervously started typmg my first fanzlfll' I was
lucky mough not to have read one ptt<e of Cl1!JC1Sm that nught have sared me off
altogetbtr, ThIS was Greg Pickersgll1's notorlous (only [ dIdn't Lnow that) Jnd
much-quoted (but IdIdn't know thatellher) 1970 review of the one and only Issue of
VmdwlUl, a less than perfect fanzine by the now blessedly forgottm Dave WomacL
The review ended:

Jesus Christ I'm reading this bloody tIung now and I can' believe 11, Ifs
worthless. It gets Brit landom a bad name it hatcty deserves, bad as 1115.
EveryCClPYot9J! lobe SCJl4l1 out andbumed,W1th Womac:k seaJrely roped
tbmllthelTilXte.MyfuryknowsnoboUlds. -ForJet3,1970

Eventually, of course, I did roIlect some l't'V1eIo"S. not eYery one of them flattenng
On the whole the Cl11KS agrf'l.'d lhat up to about ISSue number 8, my magnum opus
TlI~I·Ddw was III need of Improvement. Thereafter unlll the 20th and last Issue, the
general consensus seemed to bl.' that it was past Its best. Somewhere 1lI bl.'tween
the:e must have. been a J>E:ak mommt, but I bllllLed and nussed It My favourite
revLeW was a nuld denunCIation by Don West, wluch condemned me and vanous
others as belonging to an WlSpeakably smlSter movement which he had detected
and identified as ... Middle Oass Fandom. This eooetpt qUKkly led to Chns PnesI's
1TlSf'U'l'tional Mitld/t Gw Fmd,.. Libmhoo FrMl flyer, With Its splendid
I'iIllytn~

Now is Ihe IimetoSlldownwitha nice cup of tea and bec:ounted.
~MCFl.F,1980

Of course one can understand why Don West should be hard on the smug
middle-class bastard fans who could afford !heir o~ duplicator: to produce
fanzmes, whm lit was reduced to bUlldmg hIS own lUst ilke Roblllson Crusoe
Here's the West T'l'Cipe:

A rotary dJplicator, I'lWId you. No! any 01 your cheap ltalbed shl. AI you
need is a one-qalon paint lil, Jourlumiture spMgs, a mangle roIer, I'M)

warOOlbefitlingslahangingdod1esraison,aCOt4lleof~teslotjOfll'lg

bLIlk-beds togelher, a ninci1g madllne handle, some felt. a rubber bath
mat ha" a clothes horse (for the wood), vanous screws. nails, nuts and
bolts, some sellotape, two pushchair wheels. a pram axle, some B-aoght
excllJder, and hatta baked bean 1IlI,The design is orJginal [...]

You people who go out and buy these readymade duplicators make me
sick. No enlerprise, No Initiative, You should be ashamed of yoursetves, the
lot of you.

I am goilgtoshowyou how~reallyshol.tlbe done.
-Slop 8reamg DoMn2, 1976

fu rerrunds me thal my own dupb<:ator broke down m 1979 and was fixtd With
the aid otan unll5lLl1spali' part. I'd beenorgarnsmg the Hugo rroplues for that
year's Worldem m Bnghron, and for years afterwards my fanzines came churnmg
out. of thIS great c~nkll\g.milCh~e thatlllcorporated a pll.'ct' of a Hugo. If you
believe in sympathl'hc magIc, 11 mIght explalll a lot about my later career 0



Ont useful bll of O'ltic.ll ~VJCe for would-be funny fJnwnters came from Bob
SNw, who ~vtSI.'d that you should set down III mmUess deW! tilt most horriblf
and demlnhslJIg thmg tNt had rtmItly happened 10 you. 'I'M callous Inders, he
promrsed.wouIdthencolbpstlOlhefloorlllte1nolhelples5bughtl'l'.lremember
Bob demonstrahngtlus te:hmque III i conventIOn bar, by rtduang his listenm 10
,nlyWltt\igraptoolUyigorusmgmecdoteolhow,befortlusguestofhooour
~h it Tyntron m 1974, the comnuttre- had treated him 10 i deliaous me.ll
IIlvolvtng re.llgamE'btrdsth.1lhadbet'l'lshotWlthi real shotgun, Ofrourse Bob
brokl'itooth 00 OlIeoIthl'p!«tSof real lead shot,andhad to realehisfunny t.llk
through i haze of pilll indinaesthetic wltisLy, with whit felt Ilkea tacticalnudear
exchange gOUlg 00 at the back of his jaw. Having given hIS blow-by-blowacrount
of thIs horror, Bob looked sadly at the listening fans who were falling around in
hysterICS, and added: 'You see what I mean? It ;5'1'1 i",my.' But it was the way he
told them,

A favounte horror story for us WQuld-be sf wnters IS Rob Holdstock's fanzme
desmptlon 01 what it's hketo prodUCl.' 180 pages of h.1d novrltSahon ofa lousy
PelerCushmgmoVM'caIIedThrSaI8nI$l5,UI/Ustl"lghldays,Wlthonlylhedutyblts
locheefhim up. Here he lS,shallered bul near the end,

TUESDAY: Two days left and SIXty pages 10 go. I read from Vw! saipl;
Feicty IS aessed in a 5fT1lIe ,,"estittand kneeIi'lgnsome sort 01 tranc:e;
!he Ductless sensuously slroli;eslhegirl'screamywhleneck ..

I perk ~ mnedately. Strong possilities here. Dik:tt Ihe sIift stark
naked.hI1bteaSlS.l'Ol.ndedbuttocks,alUlgrylookinhereyesikeshe
wants head or somethiIg equaIy repulsive, The Duchess ctessed like a
beIy-dancer. Touch ollesbiartism. Rubbirlg magic oils into their bocies. By
md-moming my hands are shaking. Phone PickeJsgiI, who is rno this son 01
ttnl'lg, and read him several steamy scenes, The heavy breathing from his
end is taken as approval and I carry on. By midday I reacll a crisis. Can1
decide whether to have hel raped or not. Decide nollO, StOlYflags a Mas
Black Mass proceeds, so flip to priest slumped in a corner and have Salanist
oome over and k.ick him a lew times. "Vomil rose to his ~ps as the loot
1tludded in10his groin,lhef1 smashed into his mouth: This sounds familiar SO
I check bad<: andmd I've used exacdy the same eqlression twice in the
samechapler. How many lines can one be kickedil!he mouth andbse the
same teelh? Iam remnded [...Jttlallast year I'Ilhree c:onseaJIive sf stones
IMOle ·The.saeamsol thetmetrave8efswere terrible 10 bettct1." Justlor
!hehelolitlwnle"Srnon's.saeamswereterOOletobehold.·

I J
By live 0' dcd: I\<elnshed page 142.'M1h lots 01 1TI$!akes as energy

and ilIetes1 wanes, bull'm now dose enDlJltllo linsOOg lo remove the
terrOf Iromlhesitualion. WittlWed'1esday'soutput 11 be up 10 page 172, and
thal means just aboutlllQht pages early Thursday morning 10 round 011 Ihe
book belore delivery al noon. Is lhiswhat 1heycalobluseness?

- ·Eight Days a Week", Stop Bteaking Down 4, 19n
Thank you, Rob Holdstock.One sidHffect of hacking this stuff out at high speed is
that you gIve minor characters the first name that comes 10 mind. My own
unlverse-!lushngsfnove! TkSplJCt&lrrcontains, for no apparent reason, a brutish
Sergeant PicLersgill, Rob's Lrgrnd tJ{ thr W"rwolf novelisation features this
mdesmbably filthy French 5('wennan who spends his days fishing rigarettHnds
out from between the Iloihng lumps of 5('wage, and drying them for later use. HIS
namelS MJdll'l Rohan. MJChaeI Srott Rohan, who IS h.1lf French. was no! amused.

Gettmg b.rl to farwnes, 1should also mention the Chns Pnest principle, wluch
IS that noIeveryUung th.1t happens to ill sf fan IS worth wnltng about This emtrges
Wll/lltldeousdmtylllconventlOn reports, wtudt are one of the great classKlorms
offillwnhng.InShal.cspearem tuneseveryoot was 5OOllI!rOf bterexpe:ted IONsIl
outa5OMl'l:orablankvmtdrama,andthef~eqUlvalenllSlheconreport.l

forgtt how mmy I've md that tell you III great and ClrcumstanlJal detail how the
wnltrrravelledtotheronhotel,o!kn-acunrungnarrabvesurpnse-ll$ingSOmt
form of transport. Further astonlshlllg developments llldudeeab.ng unlikely meals,
dnnLIIlg. o\'erspendmg mthedealen' room. dnnLmg too much, havlllg remarkable
and unique bowel movtmtnts, dnnLmg far loo much, staymg up far too late, and
beUlg taken completely aback by a colossal hangover nnt morning. It's a real
challenge to write a ron report that avoids all of this-orevenanyofil.

One of my own efforts began by dresSlllg the thing up as a tv documentary
probmgthestateofscienCl.'fiction ..

ANNOUNCER: VII!WefS are warned!hal the lollowing programme contails a
certain amount 01 content, and also some lIalogue, ¥Itlich may be ottensive
10 some. BetterlOsWl!ChollQLlCldyandreadagoodbooll-

But aeady we are lIItolhe slandardsfoperwlg montage. AiJ ApoIo
rodl:e1 boosts ruof1e /IltJI .. , King Koogwobbles Itvealer'lin!,'fy al ~ from
the top 01 the Devls Tower ••• a ra<iarll Ench YOI'I ()Ani(en sIlMiy nses
atxrve Stonehenge '*l Astoc.nci'Jg covers show IentacWr aiens
ra'IIShI1g Ame McCaIfrey !he Phantom of the Opera tuns a few bats
Irom Also Sfnch The BBC~ Worlcshop ..• Patrick Moore's
eyebrows sq13I across in1erstelar space and 03l1h Vader eats the USS
Enteqnsein a telephone boJ -Twf-DduI4,1978

I was ablt 10 dale tIus pirtKu1M ilrtJde by Its menlJon ofa nocently publIShed book.
W1thJostpll NlCboIas saymg ~Ah. you've got LIJII FIJs Bmr,w and the reply beIns
(of COW5l') -No, JUst ~ hangover.- Another liingfonl convenbonessay pretended 10
be the report of an illiensurvey whx:h decided tlusplmel waswtfit forrokJrusalJon
owmg 10 its drunken nallves' hilbr.t of Iauglung heulllyat charade games 11I whx:h
peopIt IJ\lI1ll'd btles hke D. G. Compton's sf epIC Hot Wirr/m Stts, Asprnll Tdltts,
1kt Silrrdplpn Silks of UJtd Mittdlhous, And SOrnttJlIFl8 Thril Mlr' HlWt &nr CIstot
0tI. In yet another ronven!lOn p!ece 1saved mystlfa lot of work by presenltng Itasa
)lgSiIw puzzle wluch you lIad 10 assemble from a lot 01 appa.rently unreIat«l,
out-of-order fragments ... wluch in fact lm"r unrelated,

One fragment was about the fl'I:"el ca~1ed 'Science Fiction's Stupid Ideas'.l had no
Ideas, nol even stupid ones. Wllham Glbson was sitting. next to me and had even
fewer Ideas, smCl.' he was busy gazUlg at the coruscaltng lights of infinity after
borrowmg an Ulterestlng Cigarette from famous US editor Ted \'/hite, rontaming
some exotic substanet'. possibly menthol. [ tned 10 be controverstal by complaml1lg
about Bill's desrnphons of mmd-destroymg computer programs In CoulII It,a If It
tal.esil who!eSIXtel'n seronds for the drearl 'blacklCl."tO·Nl mto your nervous
s)'5Iem' and stop your ht.l!t. iI S1mpkdead-mm 5,,"'tch on the computer should gl~

plentyofproternon.Themasttrolcyberpunkcontrovensallylashedb.Jd:bysa}'UIg
-Uh,. ,I never thought 01 that ... don't know how I'd gell"Ollnd that. - And tMl
~sankmlOlortured~forthtpanel'srernauungfortyDW\utes.Aftft"Wuds.1

rNde i men~ note that I wasn't re.llly very good at ~, wtult !kll he~td
rapllllYlllthedIrecbonolTtdW1ute'smlerestulgagu~lIes.

Of course.. convertlllg tilrth-Wttenng ronvenhon lllCldents and and jMSSJONte
thoughts about si UllOdecent fanzine wnhng IS hard won:. !'vealre.Jdy qllOltd
cosnu( adYlCl.' from Bob Sh.1w and Chris Pnest- here IS the Word of Malrolm
Edwards

I'moppo~lotlleviewlhal~'sokaytoprin1anyold1Ubbishbecause,v.t1at

the h~l, 11'5 just a lanzillfl.On tile contrary, I think lllat fanMiting is one of
thevery!ew!ormsolwr~Jngwhicharepoinllessunlessyouaredoingyour

verybeSI. -Tappenl,l981
Me, 1 t~d to scream illood when 1 open a new fanzme and re.Jd a tough,
h.1rd·lullingedltOl'1,)lthatbeglllSrouglllyhkethlS:

WeI,loI<s.M long and prosper, and I suppose it'saboul tme I prodJced
anod1er issue of Boredom &/less. Sooythlsis so lale.1 realydonl know
howl'mQOll!llotil up the rest 01 ItMs page.

Idon't have a formub for sumss III fanztnes. At the moment my own ippro«h IS
to prodUCl.'an extremely thUl si newsletter, so thatshetrld;olsp."f iorm me to
edJl out all the boong bIts. As the great Wait WillIS ClrlCl.' said: If the letters that
people smd for pubhca!lDn UI your farwne aren't any good. you should rewnte
tl\emuntiJtheyare.NoteveryonetsILKkytl'lOughto~letterslikfthl'ooewluch

Hazelandlhavebet'l'lhappilYlJ~otingtoeachOlhtl'fortwentyyea~ thIS was sent
by .Ursula le Gum to the Bntisll f.anzme~ 11I response to some comments
attnbuted to one-time fan Henry P. Plphn:

Iwish people who say Ihings like "When I read a science liction book Idon'l
wanllo be eliJcated and go to sleep. I want 10 enpy myself and read a
story: were aD named Henry P. Pijohn sothal you could recognlse 1tlem the
instan1lh:eywere introduced, and gel away before !hey started QI.IadOOg
People 'NitIl watel'tight comparttnerlts in their heads are very bomg. It never
occurs 101hem that one can read a stOlY, be e<b:a1ed, enpyonesetf, and
lhengolosleep,alalonceexceplklrlhegDl'lgtosleeppal1.EdK:allOllol
coorse islhe trick word. Education islU. EW::a1lOl'lislorfikeeggheads
y'Ialow man, Y'1alow!le reacq and wriling and tIriilg and looking al
piclu"esandttiWlgSOyoLldonlkilal#1epedestriansandmaking8dible
tmers andal kiIds otlikeSlUpidinelectualSllJftikethal.lmnlwama be
likeedtcaled man I wanna Minacaveandeat bats. Andtelmyself reaJ
good stories about lhe last bat Iate. Yeah, -Maya 11.1976

So, 11I a purely educahonal way, I'll lirush WIth a few I.lst exlrilCtS wtuch h.lve
somehow stucL m that tmy crevIce known as my mind, Our first stIert10n answers
thecomplamtthatfanzmesdon'tcontamenooghaboulsotnCl.'firnon.l'hlSbJtfrom
Chns Pnesl's legendary fanzme Dttldlos5 tells you more about what It's hke behind
the sf scenes than at least three writers would wish you to know. The setting is the
1976E.1sterron ...

Hearing familiar voices coming trom the neXlbar,lwent it anddiseovered
BAIAN ALDISS. HARRY HARRISON and AOOERT SllVEASERG ;oIOOg
around.ln!hetridstol~aI,oneol!hemmadeapassing,scathi1grelerence

10 HEINLEIN's Stranger il a Strange land, I said: "You know, I've never
adUaly read Stranger in a~nge L.and.lsitrealy no good?"One by one,
!he other three soIermty acmtted that they~ tIad never adualy sal down
and read 11 al the way Itvougtt. "'What abolA FRANK HERSERrs Dune'"
HARRY HAARISON S31d, 1've never read thallousy thing eiIher: The rest
01 us confessed the same. "YnIal:aboullordollhe Rllg:sr I sail. Same
red We aI agreed 1heywere lousy books, but noneolushadreadlhem.
Oher titles were suogested. most 01 them 'cIassic:s' 01 science ficlion, ..
'Mltl a very lewelceptions. none 01 LIS had read them. A1theerd, HAflRY



aboIA~orq.lll)'llgSlbllulonOelli5,. •• cDypolilll
IOwdosIanSAE.l.bm..,1IfIIIIII\lIgIlrI!$F0cu5landfle
alhefBSfAplbil:IlIorIS) ..... pro4x:edon.shoesrlng.
N1SAE~'IlIlhalelteratenq..y.llfaIhcrt5lOly

IIbN5.sIon.lSmatllikllylClgetareplJNrlIlflI ........
SAE Durr.glberealltstlCl'lSlOty'ccrnpelitIOI'Il1F«us.
ar0U'ld4O'toaltbeertnlS6lt11IlCb:leanSAE.DidthalmYl
they Iicillwartlh8ll5lOlyrllun'Wlg?Thattheycjct)lwil>"itlO
iIrowNlhey'dwon?Focusas.NIedoestendlOrepl';tC1tbese
Slbmissions,OOIolilerma9ilnesmigltnctbeablllC1.As1he
BSfA's~lerCQ-llf<i'latC1f.laJso~alotal~lsNng

aboutjoininggroop$.~r1IButmanyolthesedcln'tlnctJde

IIlSAE.lmaIlesmyile.ltlCIfIosealOlheredtorl,easilrN
tl8"eisone.

MyacMceisN:llt.alevfrmablycu'reatlrnillllgyow
~II,fnlmAsmlw"$IIFoaJs..lSrsiypdilelll

.-dosea~SII-adinssed~ftb .. 1:Or*;l

p:;I$la\II!oniLl5oIl'lIi'Igablolll. ... usuaIy5l.lliowflOrw::WI
IIlIrHmDna1 RIp/J' Co.pon (~at" Poll 0llieII)
•• l'IOII!!lIwyllelllftlSCllllScisposatIe-_t.-.
Mr,lll1eseda\'SaI~ind~

Nutn. e-ing LIltm
-c.dAlllKa'l}'&een''''V_

'Anewsl~~wulu'ldledfkdyTl'JSIS
nottobeariJsed'ld1"'smallpr!SS~al"saTIf

na'I'If.wI'IoRI!lilorIlJamesI.ldlyHlISIcJolongIarK*'Clt
IiCWL horror Ilf liW'Wy up to 5.000 WCIrlk. R'$ plbIisbed
~and.sampleCOl71lS.'o"Iiabltf«£2

OdyIwy, 3 Ilerlller Terrace, W.tersidlI, l<nciIrIderry. N,.",
'FllfmarkelinlormationinthlUK.l_istlleplactllC11ook.
EQtidbyMdtCox. I 5Ubwiplilll"1<:osl$C8!orfOlliUu.s.
andiswelwortbl
Z-,TTAPrIlSS,5MartlnslMle.WIld'wn,EIy.Cimbs.,CB6
2lB
·FCllMIericlrJmarkelftormabonlrfSr.lvenger'I.CCIIUd
CtrisReedIlB8Rkr~deWL

8BR.POBox.625.StllIIIieId.SI3GY

- Writers' Guidelines -
11lIih/I1,SI!l'i!sdllJlHsays"""'appwll"tIfI1
*",,_dlr.lalm.
SAElAl.kDpottant
IJIIlU_",,'MlfkIll.1fI39IZII'le «~JIIlU"'Il.sli;rlg

-Forum
TlulJmerOU'ldltlelon.misonGlldgetl,WidgelSlnd
MaeGvftln•. Scienceficlionisll"gllja~.widgeIs.nd
MaeGl.tfns:~saneSloriMWO'J011wtrl;"";1l\Ou1them

'NhertwtUdltl!l~be..mtwtIheir~'.

~bJIs'lrlilholJtowr.y~,medatypeswitbout

McCoo(llIItwJllIllPIlflhak«mtclcallooIs?FocusWMles
JIIlUlOwrilI. shMpiec:I(6OO-«lO)wmlI)onwb'fJlllUlIft
gadglttI.WIlIgelsindl.bcG.ifinl .. .,ftIgrJI~dlf.Tt.
ciNdi-..,l,.lamlWyl.

- Competitiolls -
·KentnlSUssexPoelrySodlly· ... 31Jjnl991S_...
Gr..-, $bID. AIdon lJrlI, aIIn. W tobIng. Kd. &.El'
SfJ

- Dut ofFocus -
is I~ aJlIm " umr c1mg fie m*9s'"

Focu5ISabse't.T1Is ...ywtlloptlOkeep"~
I.t>"lO-datewilh~,rnarQl~.WlIksbc:Ip$,and

lWrnabc:nabolAF0cu51lse1

sald:~)'OUsods,don'leIl11efansknow!We'resupposedlObeexpens" ItwIgwoUdnolsurpnsemeintheleasl,sotuc:ki'lginvnenselyiiWU
-Dealksl,1978 hasil:bec:ome_CMst!ewnSpiderRobnson,l'lflohaslessbrarl

{Whetelnfillhyp'oswerelismgutshedbycaptals,andChrisPriesl lhanaCl:ll:CfMmatandisbenlasacortscrewklboct,ooesalfiltll
the fan poked M1 at the dgniIy 01 CHRISTCfHER PRJESlj out 01 ill; and PouI Anderson, who should have qui! whie he was

OnIYll\fanzmesooyoulw'nsuchS«Tets.Anotberwlud1lchenshlStheconfl'5.Sion ahead in 1965,slilwi'lS1hethingslhesedays.Yv1Iict1on1ygoeslO
bylrrlrr..JW's fi1mcnlKNId: LowetlYt heOl'lCl'b:I.loIletderorated W\thS~r prlM! that the aedlAous farHl'l·the-worldcon wouIdnl recoguse
WIn wallpaper, and found It diffirult to complete his bodily funcbons because goodsfil:ilbrlhmll'llheleg." -(ltJdJl
Pnncess Laa looked so dlSapprovlllg. Good parocfies gIve you tlus ghastly V1S1OI1 of wlYl the onglll.l must be like, even 1f

Next: one of my favounte ways of wrapping up cnliClSm IS agmtle sugar-coatmg you've never read the origin.l. In one fa~e piect, [ tned to sun,t up the subtle
of parody. Before [quole from Kevin Smith's pun "How to Write like Joseph proseessenceofa cerl.inl.ntasybestsellermjusl half. page, like thIS:
Nicholas". two disclaimen. First, you don', nl.'ed to know Joseph Nicholas's "HeIKire!" erupted Thomas Covenant, his raw, ~t·in"icted nostrils clenching
wntlllg. Second, loseph himself protests that he no longer writes hke this at all. Here in white-hot, stoical anguish while his gaunt, cornpJlsory visage knotted whh
we go: teymisery. His lungs were clogged with ruin. A hot, gelid,gagging!ulvous

TheslartingpointinwrrtlnglikeJosephNicholasisasimplestatement,e,g.- tide 01 se/I·accusatioo dinned in !Vs ears: leper beslSelJer ouIcasllNl'
1'he cat sal on the mat: dean .... To release the analyslic refulgenoe.the wild maglC 01 the whrte

Add~sandadYerbs: gold nog he wore, could COI"ICefV3b1y shaner !he A.rdt 01 Tme. utterly
"The large cat sat crookedy on the coconut mat: destroy the land. and pul a pl'emalUre. prateme end 10 the pkltl

More~,moreadYerbs: YelwhalOlhefwaywasthere?TheargutenollOnpercecthlsnwldlikea
'The Iaige ginger cat sal aookedy. preenilg iI:selII, on lie hairy, )end. ~d'lI$ addtheunarrbefgrisedmaison 01 Lord Foul be aneIed
COCOI"IJImat" ~lhus.Hedenc:hedhisclenchilg.Hellreanddarmalion!

Itrnay~ilanadvertlissortll!¥ltlatuna~Theninsef1simi1es: N.lhalpoinlhe..m:edataswif!.sapidU::utlalion.
"The large ginger cal sal as aookedy as a c:uI\saew, poeerW1g - as revised Ior The DragoMicer's GWe kl8a1Jietield Cow!nant
itseIt.onaalCOllUlmatwittlmorehaIIhanGregPid<ersgl." allb'l6'sEdge:Od)sseyT,""I988

Ge! abusive and exaggerate: Butl'dbettercutltusshortbdoreilrunsintojsecondtnlogy,andputjflmdto
'The fIJcmg imlense gtnger cat sprawled as crooke<Iy as a bloody your suspense by telhng you straight away t~t the butler dId 11. ['m sorry, [,U read
corkscrew on a coconut mat with more !\ail than Greg Pickersgil. that agal1l. The. hlerodule did It- with the atgIs ,_ lfl the lucubnum
preening ~se~ like a ponced up ~rsion of Davkl Wingrove in looter Finally I'd like to quote that great ranty,. pIece 01 lanzUle verse that I've found
shans: genuinely unforgettable. Stop sneaking lor the exils, back there: thIs 1sbythegreat

Thenexltwostepsdescribed by Kevin are 'ForC\' in the current hobby horse' and David Masson, author of Ihe spilfy (and criminally out-of-printl sf collection Tht
'Coojure up random value iudgements', wltich bring us to the following uncaMy CAltrllPSC1!Timt.lt's called '"The EveofSt Affidavit".
echo ofJoseph's haunllllg prose: As I s41the bland cedilla

"The luclQnginmense, randy ~gertom cat (whichwoold probably Bymyaspic-shadedvila,
WI'I a Hugoif ~goI pulishedin NIatlg- and sLdl a thing would nol wtleretl1e salroonelaripensilthe sun,
surpnse me in iIe leas!) SJr.lWIed as aookedy as a bloody TlvoughlhereMeI'peopIedpines
corkscrewonalXlC(lfkJfmalwittlmorebralflslhanSpiderRol:wIson Wndlhesimel-d\annnglines
andmorehUlhanGregPtctersgl.preefWlgtt:selllikeaponcedup ()1hebarlsterswhoseIof'9tudeISOOne;
Yerwn of David WingroYe (who wooktll teCOgl'ISe good si ~. brl l)adin pernel, syncope, aJb..menandtalher.lheymoYeasone,
lwnlfltheleg)Ifl!oolef shortsthatwouldlookbelleronl1!gs& Co.: For Jr:lr'I9lI is Ca1itra1lon.
not to mention Ihe laalhat PoulAndersonshouldhave quilwhle he Tme of terror and elalion,
was ahead. 1fl196S: When the calipers conmuIe and our Paren1hesls is won.

ThlslSne~lhefulversion.buthisstillirSl<hIt.ThegenuineJos.eJtl -BarTtek3,19n

=Sca~~:~/:'~s~~~~~~=::~~u= Timetofinish.l·mgratefulnoltohav~sulleredthelateolacertaU11'17lEastercon

tile true wor'K 01 Joseph Mch~as. Are'ftTile is required. . - 0019, 1980 r=rew~ s::~~ ~~~~~; :;d~~~g~t~1 :a~e~~ :~~ :~~h:~:
But I'll spare you the rewnte sinC\' I think you get the idea, especially those 01 you Inspirationol Brian Aldiss. This consisted of pr~g a handkerchief to hIS nose
whost.rled screaming tormercy.t about the second hne and spnntmg for the doorway, tactfully screammg '"The blood! The blood!"' I
IFor the wntten rerorJ only, Kevin's final refinement of JOSl'Phold perfection went wouldn't dream of suggestmg that you all keep this UI mind when Brian gIVes hiS
as follows: Guest 01 Honour perfonnanct tomorrow.

~~~a:.e~~~~~~~=t~'(:,:~ Thank you all very mudl. -CllnlidL-ngpdJ997

-------------out of focus-
- Market News-
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3-5 Jul 1998: Inlerconllet98
l).-IIIyotCle6o,tbwiy.GuesilGwyTlfthJonts,Pat
CIdlgan,JoI\IMIIBtfg Regt15al1.I031Mzy,[5~

Gl~9lI,POBoll21Bind!m.03130sl0,NorwIy

$f1fpon9Q.1IO

1G-12 Jul 1998: Infinity
Angeltbel CMdI! Gue!UII'dJdeColinBa.,EdBishop,
D.ftProwse,JIdlCohen,lionelFlIIlhorpe,ArdySl'l')'W

",,'"
GInlnl)'SwnyNMw:,12Slwt~T~CF~5PR* lnhnltysClhconlhotNll.coa
• http://wo.d.ae. U~/ecln/lWln/fnts/s!fe/IDfl
nlty.ht.l

17·19JuI1998:Nexus98
MedaeonventionalSnst<:lIHillonNationalHotel.Guests
TBA. Aeg.£l11031 JiIl1,f1enoe£44,instatmentsenemt
avalable.Supp,£15
mNuus98,lLulUnglonRd..KtlowIt,Bristol,BS42LH

S·9Aug 1998: 8ucconeer
The S6I!IWor1deon al Bmore, Ma!;1and.GueslsC.J.
ChMryh, Millon A. Aothmln, Sttnlty Sdlmid~ Midlael
WMIIn.Rtg.£BOIll,(pkisvanous~bOI'IsWYOOvol!ld

orpr"~'
UKAgent
0JohnOlhln.doEDS~Pir1le(,Houst,46

RegenlStrM,Gatntn:lge,C82lOB
'll01223570179
$; J'JlIfcl•.waJlllhD~,CO.ut
G«wllhlo..
*b.J!tl.:lrf9lfi~SI.<lJge •.n!t
.bttp:/lW\I.i~SI.dlgu.llet/"b.Jlt9!

21-24 Aug 1998: The WrlPPatty
CtIttnIehlc:erd.lSlOllot~5alN~

E~HoleI,IiNltnM,london.CoriIinMdpslSiWtJ.

WldIIIl StrIc::ynskI, I1Irl1n EfISOtl. Jaclt Cohen. John
Ric1gew11, Bryan TaIbol Adam 'Wojo' I.ebowil!. John
1L1m-s,ReQ.£6Sr~sdleI'MavaiabIt~l.Ilder17s

hall priet,l.Ilder 12s1ret. Room riles: £«lpppn., £42pwJ
~torIWin.Wpppnll'lglt.

sThe Wrap Part1, poaoJ SOS. Readng, 001 702
*fhewr,pP,!lyPbllpin.co.uk
.http://'rN'iI,bilpin.ro.u~/fhewrappaety

3-6Sep 1998: Dragon'Con98
Premiere eon ollhe SouthtIn USA, illt1t Hya~ Regerq in
AtIan1.a.Gutslsl-dudtHlrlanElIIson,C.J.Chtlf'fh,l.rry
Hlven,Brilnluml'1,JlmesP,HogIII,JtrryPounltllt,
SlonnConSl.Intint.Rtg,S35to31 [)ec97,thenceSSO
mllfagon'Con 98, PO 50J 47696, AIlarlla, CiA 3036N1696
USA
$;http://'rN'iI.dugonCO/l.org

4-75ep 1998: Cuff TV
M!daCllll'-lllM sell!\' VlnIl!TelfordMoilKoustIJl..-
~OATV,POBoal701,~PE7IER

lH35ep 1998: Fantasycon22
IIrU1FnuyScottyCllll.Vl!fIJl!MJatrytbtl~

pS$ frtdl WwMglon, .line Yolfn: t.K: RImsty
~£l5(t35BFS~jall.10310et97.tIeru

£SO (£40). !4 £25{t20j.
lS:lFatUSyl:OII,46OdcrdRoid,Aaidls~~

"'lOT
*http://wo.d]b.u·net.coa

1&-21 Sep 1998: Olscworfd Conl/ent/on 11
The--.dt'Ol'lVtl'lllOldrloledloiil1lWlgsPralche!llanlakes
placealIhtAdllp/'iHotelinUverpool.withgueslS~

OM-gUISI,SlephtllBrig9sanclDavellnglordReg.£35,
£2S\tIWaQld.
mP05oJll00,Homchurc:h,EsseJ,RMll2GZ

25-28 Sep 1998: Albacon 98
CtotralHOlel,G1.asgow Aeg. £25 aft.• £15 sup (nsflg to 00 on
1 Jan) Guests RlY Hllf'fhluwn, Dilll. Wynnt Jonea, Klm-..
@A!baeon'98flI210AllasRoadGiasgow,G214TE

21-22 M.r 1998: SF.lJays
~CllIlIJlDortnmcl.GuHlsAlanDeanFOIIIr,"'r1l

Br.ndis.Reg.lS[)M1015loW.550MlldooI'
mTorstfnM.Franlz,Ruthstrasse&'28,D-«l49OortnuKl.
o.m..,
*UlnchKrauserr-onllnf.de
• http://wo.~9.9~.ebq.de/s! ·tage·nrll

27·29 Mar 1998: Delll/erllnce
BI.l~'$ Sel'llfl CllIl at the Stt*8·on-Tren1 Moal HcJIJSe
(chlllgedv~uf).Reg.£50att.,£lStor2daY5.00forlda1.

floolo:it9sdose12Mar.
mDeliw!inc:e. 18llU'y AV!., N!wport Pipl, Budls, MK16

"'0
1Q.14 April 1998:lnlultkHl
Thel998EasllJW'lIlIhePieldlyJM\ol$KcleIIJlMirdlesll!f
GuestsConnitWllis,IanMcDontld¥ldMartlnTudorRlv

"'..~1r'III*II'L 1 Waver1ry WiY CatW/lon 8eel:hes SIne,'

"""0*IDtQltlonpelseVler.co,at
.bttp://..,..... ast.cu.M:.Ilk/·.eb/llltultlOD/1MQ
ItlCla_llIdfl.htal

16-19ApriI1998:GaIma~s98

Fren;h~CllIl"NInqReg.25OFf
sGala.uales 98, BP 3687, 501097 NANCYCedn. Ffilla!

10 May 1998: Fantasy Flllr 8
PI!lI!rtlofouril SF CUI's anruaI sMdig 11 lht CresseI
ElIlbbonCenlre,llfeltf.n.P~Gurslsll'dJde·Lone

WdtmatorJoeDever No rales no ",,(lM usualydJeap)
mF.nasy Fair 8, do 58 Pernnglon, Orlon Gddlay,
PetertlorcJo:4l. PE2 ORB
rt> Bruce Ki'lg on 010180 216372

22,25 May 1998: lazlarLyrlconl1
1'iId1Hikef'sGuideeonrunb'fl!leZZ9!an~cele!lf11lng1he

20lh arviwfSar'y ollhe w.n,...........e Sc:olct1 COOltr fiolel,
Daclinglon.Reg£XI.guestsK.vlnD.vls.DirkMig91
m67$oo.rthParkGardens,Becl<iIam5Ied.Herllorllshre,HP4

IJ.n1998:LondOlllrleetlng
Jl.tlieeT-.W~lr.Io¥edtomlJlnU""FU!shAs

NltynlhYe1isdftiQ.t.

10J.nl993:EostJrt-LlMConI/HJUon
Frrm-"4pnGIIT VnalIjPJf$lSGttgBtnlord,Rudy
Rudl:l!f,RaymondE.FeisI,8fI'lBO¥Ia'ld0Chn5ee~l"'....-.
• http://INiI.1VQllboob.wa/Eos

1:11. rea dme fi r5t
• .t\oas~ !'f\:1CS<'~" SAE~" ~.a.'~ :;':''Y<'''~Qf'l

'E'tot:$ ~.~ ~ le e"SJe 111~ -.::c'"co1C) er ~I ~

r/t:r".z.:r ~,~ rv ~\o'~rS d'J?do '>'SI
'HI""~Jlf)(lroJrol~')unISL"CCOf'I'<f"'tOf'SO'~15

,*.I5<?ler""'i.roa''''''e~ad&es5

·~~"'I'f'»,t.I,j"'''''oi~e~

•GuesI5 ~I me<:13 C(:I"';i'~1lOf'I:I i1tJP2df 'S,,!¥'C1 tl II'(ri

COf'n'fr"erl5
• SpooJi ~<s 1,1 Dave l..lnglord. CtuiS O·SMJ. 8lidgft

lVilbnson.effOfSdfem,ne

6-3 Ffb 1998: DecadMu
The l«dh &Iish Ak (51 tMIt) (J)l'I'IQgn it fle Fw
PIlIIhoJ:seHml.Gatwlck.Reg£28all£15sup
043r.i1broolGardens,ChelleMim.GlS03FlO
*d~adence'19.91.d9Ofl.CO.ut

r-,--------,--------, *http,llllW.z,.9z.de.on.co.uk/

Illri renUar5 28 Feb: Picocon 15IIf ~ :;=~~""""'~~"'''''''''-.l_

BSFA London Meetings ~='s~~ CilIege UrJon, Pmct Consort Road
ThtBSFA'5L.ondt:l'1meetingsareheldonltletOllth
Wectll~y 01 rmry morrtn (eltllpl Decembel'), in ltIe 28 Feb: SF Fair
~rocrnollheJi.bieeT~l'I!ITlonYorkRoad.London CraIts,r6Ie!U)'I'l9,booksWsandsucilliktaltheOOllalin
SE1,belweenWaterlooiW1dWesb'IlinsIeIB.idge$.Nea/ea \.Ilcokl.lllam·5p'n.5Opnaru
stnonSWalerbo(marintOll.\'ldef~orWesltl'ina. mUSU...er1oneresc:.t.llirchwllod.l.l-cx*I.lN6(f(W
~WId}.'f"tqs~llabcll:7.00pm:IYOUOll"*'<llOl522689271

urlynllhtupsanroom ISdosedwelb1indlellWlbar
and.''"dcutM,askhlanckrd.loIeeqsnOJ*1lOilII. 28 Feb· 1 Marl998;UictoCOnfB
/l)PNlioodon01813336670Io'IIn.-Wo'millon. v"'15Oe¥tns1nHouse.Slocl\efRoad,EJ.elerRegt5.
NODKrneesng..28.bn98:2SFeb98,2SlibIge,22"f11 t2.501lLdents.
91. @lIiaocon18.2SVicloniSfttluI9EXt6JA

London Cirde I.Wtlngs 13-16Mat1998;CorfIu
Also.h.uieeTawm(seeDM~1..cnO:lnCirdt· 1A'l5ce'!senbmg5CotlJ-h~II"$~-1o

.......n~on.. linlllusdlt'ol .. lIICI'Il hllCbllefrsltmt.loaDcrIl5hGt6:l ... "leeds.
(bulseebekMl.a'ldIlSllllySWl~5p'nHospec:ail Rtg.£2Si1ll..£SSl4l.rlXI:II5£25pppltlllutlleotwwl,r..opppn
-utu..,jIllptRJndO'OJlded. SI'ge.
GlJJslunup! Gl~Sorensen,1WoodslcleW.HWllon,M.37HY
8Jan98.5Fetl98.5M.v98;2~9B .,lllf,orell.dNOll.co.uk

Binnlngham The en.n SF Cim4l- on'" .-Id
Fn$yollhllmonlhatal'UblJlllirml'lgham,CllIIIUCIIfW!lIof
dt\IIiI~is(15perJlW.wlIIC!In:tuclIIl-lS:l"lr1lnTlldor,24~Gr<we,aIIClaoUsL,.,ne,

WilImII,WISlUiWnds,WW131HX* bs!g,bortlS.dellOn.co.u~

Cambfldgfl SF Gr"'4llMMs on ltle S8CllIId Mo-day olltlt
monlll"'TllIWr.SlItrS,NewMar1<$Road,CimbOdgt
•Cambt'idgt FintiSY Group meets on lhe se«w'Id Sunday 01
lI'lemonlh;"lI'leZtbriplJbonNewn'lar1<etSt.. ClmbrKlgt,
~JoIIJlOrIlll, 30i1lir1diAve.. lWHiI,C.mbridgt.C83

"'a
CardiffSFGfoupmlMllson1hekslTlllSdlyolthlmonlh
aI73Op'1lIJlW~'I~teBir.42TheHiyft.CIrdlI

CoIchestefSF/HorrorIFillWyGrouplllMlsonlh4ltwd
Sat.ordIyoluchmonlhat 12'3llpm1Jl ThePII)hoolepublJl
Sl-Jonn'sStr-.
'llDeslewilonDl2551l2119
HuIISFGr"'4lllllllson .... secondnlkullTUMdI'fIal
Ilfll'lOl1h llomlOl03OpmilV.0IdtllkllBtl,MMUI_..
'lltan" JuIII on 01e<? «195301' OPt l EIlIIt on
01e<?4442!ll
LftCfttflfSFGroupllllllson .... hfrdlyol ...~--'llTIMGroomton0116219Z2llll
*rbtinPlJlobdnet.co.u~

"anchester-FONTmetlsinW~'l'Ublon
Ihe_ol F'iocadIyGardtns.neil'1ht BR 1UbOn) on'"
ucoodnlla.rllTtandlYSlJllhtrnotdl.llom-.oa.
0 ..bOonon01612262980
Peterborough SF O.ob.-u on'" h WtaltIdiy ot
Ihtmonlhatlhlllb!bllllm.t:logslhorpI,lndonlllftwd
Wllhlsdlyol1hlmenhinlhlb¥otIhtGrta1~

HCIlII.opjlOII1.IhtBRsLlbOIl
lS:lSAElo5aP~.Oo'tonGolohy,Plllf!lolough.

PE25RB
PortsmouthTht SoulI'll-QnIS SFGr"'4l mttU on till
SICOIIdIlldTourthTUftdlysollllemonlhalThe MaQPl••
FfinonRoad,Porlsmooth
Reading SF Group mMlI w&el</)' on Morlday,al900pm
"'TheSun.Clltlt$lrlMll.R&idng
SurbJton Surrty SF GroupmeelS ",IhICOftV\iIbOIl Hall,
SurDdon.IWlIltIIrspoonspub 100 yds tfCJll IhllllbOIl.on
IhIlIClOI'lCIandlOU1Y1Thondays"1hemonlt\lrom8pm



13-15 NOlI 1998: NOIfKO(l28
V..... TBA.9-.oesIP~J.MeAuiIJ Reg.£281O......
lE:INowIcon2ll.14ParlIShIl,lI'Slcutlndge.West
I.iliards.Dnass
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